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Boston Conference Caps Successful ADAGROU P Year 

PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

by: Rob Macmil l a n  
Depar tmen t  of  A n a l y t i c a l  S t u d i e s  
Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y  
Burnaby ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia V5A 1S6 
Canada 

The F i f t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ADABAS U s e r s '  
C o n f e r e n c e  was a  f i t t i n g  c u l m i n a t i o n  t o  a  
s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r  f o r  A D A G R O U P .  My s i n c e r e  
t h a n k s  go t o  t h o s e  who c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
c o n f e r e n c e  i n  any way, e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  
s p e a k e r s ,  c h a i r m e n , ,  and o r g a n i z e r s .  The 
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  must be l a r g e l y  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o  f  
s  o  f  t w a  r  e  a  g. P e t e  Webster and 
B a r b a r a  Fu tch  worked t i  r e1  e s s l y  t h r o u g h o u t .  
T h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s m a l l e s t  d e t a i l  
r e s u l t e d  i n  an e x t r e m e l y  p l e a s a n t  week f o r  us 
a l l .  

My o n l y  c o n c e r n  i s  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  improvement 
g e t s  more d i f f i c u l t  e a c h  y e a r .  C e r t a i n l y  
t h a t  Thursday n i g h t  c lambake w i l l  be h a r d  t o  
b e a t .  B u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  improve we must and 
improve we w i l l .  P l e a s e  send any s u g g e s t i o n s  
t o  me. 

What i s  i n  s t o r e  f o r  ADAGROUP i n  1978-79? 

I e x p e c t  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  g roups  t o  
f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  t h i s  y e a r .  All  r e g i o n s  a r e  
now h o l d i n g  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  and many a r e  
t r y i n g  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m a t s  t o  e n s u r e  
s t i m u l a t i n g  and i n t e r e s t i n g  s e s s i o n s .  

I am hopeful  t h a t  we w i l l  s e e  some p r o d u c t i v e  
work i n  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Groups t h i s  y e a r .  
The e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e s e  g r o u p s  i n  Boston was 
e n c o u r a g i n g .  I  be1 i e v e  t h a t  b e f o r e  l o n g  t h e  
S I G ' s  w i l l  be a s  v a l u a b l e  a  p a r t  o f  A D A G R O U P  
a s  t h e  r e g i o n a l  g r o u p s .  

S e v e r a l  new S I G ' s  were c r e a t e d  a t  t h e  annual  
c o n f e r e n c e .  Each has  a  cha i rman  who i s  

c o n t i n u e d  on page 3 

@QF~~QBOQBQ 
The first issue of the Interna- 
tional Corn-plete Users' Group 
Newsletter begins on page 17. 

Boston, Massachusetts; Users take a  break at the Fifth Interna- 
tional ADABAS Users' Conference and mingle with UIQT, the 
software ag Conference Host, 

ADACOM and ~ a t u r a l ~ ~  
by: P e t e r  Pag6 
Di r e c t o r  of  T e c h n i c a l  O p e r a t i o n s  
s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g ,  Darms tad t  

Tvio new u s e r  o r i e n t e d  l a n g u a g e s  forcommunica- 
t i o n  w i t h  a  d a t a  base  were o f f i c i a l l y  announced 
by s o f t w a r e  a t  t h e  F i f t h  I n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  ADABAS User se  conference i n  Boston.  
A D A C O M  i s  a  b a t c h  r e p o r t  g e n e r a t o r a n d  N a t u r a l  
i s  an o n l i n e  and b a t c h  communication l anguage  

A D A C O M  o f f e r s  t h e  u s e r  powerful  r e p o r t  
g e n e r a t i o n  c a p a b i l  i t i e s .  The c u r r e n t  r a n g e  
of  f u n c t i o n s  o f f e r e d  by A D A C O M  a r e  a l m o s t  
i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  
i n  ADAWRITER. 

One of  t h e  d e s i g n  o b j e c t i v e s  of  A D A C O M  was t o  
keep t h e  s y n t a x  a s  c o m p a t i b l e  a s  p o s s i b l e  
w i t h  ADAWRITER s y n t a x .  However, ou r  
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  ADAWRITER had shown t h a t  i n  
c e r t a i n  a r e a s  t h e  s y n t a x  was t o o  come1 i c a t e d  
f o r  t h e  end u s e r ,  s o  some improvements  were 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  A D A C O M  s y n t a x .  

Compared t o  ADAWRITER, A D A C O M  o f f e r s  many 
enhancements  which c o u l d  n o t  be imp1 emented 
i n  ADAWRITER. 

E a s e o f u s e :  The u s e r  s p e c i f i e s  t h e  
p a r a m e t e r s  f o r  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  
o f  ADABAS f  i e l  d s ,  temporary  

c o n t i n u e d  on page 3 



s o f t w a r e  a g  
Planned Product Release Schedule 

J u l y  ' 7 8  ADABOMP 

J u l y  ' 7 8  ADAMINT V1.3 

J u l y  ' 7 8  MPM56 

J u l y  ' 7 8  ADAWRITER V1.2 

Aug. ' 7 8  DATA DICTIONARY V l . O *  

Aug. ' 7 8  ADASCRIPT+ V1 . 0 3 *  

Aug.  ' 7 8  ADACOM V1.0*  

S e p t .  ' 7 8  ADASCRIPT+ V1 .1  

S e p t .  ' 7 8  DBMOD R e o r d e r  A s s o c i a t e r  U t i l i t y  

S e p t .  ' 7 8  C o r n - p l e t e  V 3 . 0  

O c t .  ' 7 8  NATURAL V1. O *  

Dec.  ' 7 8  ADABAS V4.1  

Dec.  ' 7 8  A D A M I N T V 1 . 4  

J a n .  ' 7 9  ADABAS (POP-11 V e r s i o n )  V1  - 0  
* D e l a v e d  1  m o n t h  f r o m  o r i q i n a l  s c h e d u l e  

Newsletter Contents 
A D A G R O U P - P r e s i d e n t ' s  Message . . . . p  a g e  1  

ADACOM and N a t u r a l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p  a g e  1  

P r o d u c t  R e l e a s e  S c h e d u l e  . . . . . . . . p  a g e  2 

T e c h n i c a l  S u p p o r t  A s s i g n m e n t s  . . . p  a g e  2  

ADABAS E d i t o r ' s  N o t e b o o k  . . . . . . . .  p  a g e  2  

ADAGROUP E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  . . . . p  a g e  5 

ADAGROUP S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  G r o u p  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  R e p o r t s  p  a g e  6 

ADAGROUP R e g i o n a l  News. . . . . . . . .  . p a g e  10  

E d u c a t i o n  O f f e r i n g s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . p  a g e  1 4  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ADANEWS p  age  15 

FREEBIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p  a g e  1 6  

C o r n - p l e t e  N e w s l e t t e r  . . . . . . . . . . . .  p  age  17 

C o m - p l e t e  G r o u p  P r e s i d e n t ' s  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Message  p  age  17 

Com-pl e t e  U s e r s  ' G r o u p  

C o n f e r e n c e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p  age 17  

C o r n - p l e t e  U s e r s '  G r o u p  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p  age  1 8  

C o m - p l e t e  S p e c i  a1 I n t e r e s t  G r o u p  

. ..................... R e p o r t s  p  age  19  

New ADABAS U s e r s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p  a g e  20 

Mi in i  c h  R e g i s t r a t i o n  F o r m . .  . . . . .  . p a g e  2 3  

North America 
Technical Support Assignments 

S t e v e  C a r t e r  

D a v i d  D e l  R i o  
B a r r y  L i  p s k e r  

P a u l  P e t e r s o n  
Bob Thomas 

J a n e  W e i n k a u f  

J i m  F o r e s t e l l  
S c o t t  Watanabe 
J o h n  S c h o t t  
M i k e  W a l d r o n  

Ed Forrnan 
Norman D u t t o n  

C l i f f  W e i t z e l  

N o r t h w e s t  R e g i o n :  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  O r e g o n ,  A l a s k a ,  
I d a h o ,  M o n t a n a ,  B r i t i s h  
C o l u m b i a  

S o u t h w e s t  R e g i o n :  

C a l i f o r n i a ,  H a w a i i ,  Nevada ,  
U t a h ,  A r i z o n a ,  M e x i c o  

C e n t r a l  R e g i o n :  

N o r t h  D a k o t a ,  S o u t h  D a k o t a ,  
M i n n e s o t a ,  I o w a ,  N e b r a s k a ,  
Wyoming, C o l o r a d o ,  Kansas ,  
A r k a n s a s ,  Ok lahoma,  New 
M e x i c o ,  T e x a s ,  L o u i s i a n a  

N o r t h  C e n t r a l  : 

W i s c o n s i n ,  I l l i n o i s ,  
I n d i a n a ,  M i c h i g a n ,  O h i o ,  
K e n t u c k y ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  
M i s s o u r i  

S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n :  

M a r y l a n d ,  V i r g i n i a ,  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  
T e n n e s s e e ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  
A labama,  F l o r i d a ,  G e o r g i a ,  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 

N o r t h e a s t  R e g i o n :  

P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  D e l a w a r e ,  New 
J e r s e y ,  New Y o r k  
C o n n e c t i c u t ,  Rhode I s l a n d ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  V e r m o n t ,  New 
H a m p s h i r e ,  M a i n e  

E a s t e r n  Canada 

Editor's Notebook 

A g r e a t  b i g  t h a n k  y o u  goes  
t o  s o  f t w a  r e  a g  and  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  
u s e r s  who h e l p e d  make t h e  B o s t o n  c o n f e r e n c e  
s o  t e r r i f i c .  I t  was p l e a s i n g  t o  know o u r  
e f f o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  a p p r e c i a t e d . '  R e g i o n a l  
g r o u p s  h a v e  b e e n  i n s p i r e d  i n t o  a c t i o n  b y  
r e a d i n g  t h e  R e g i o n a l  Roundup.  SIG 
i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s h a r e d .  

F o r  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  t r u l y  f u n c t i o n  a s  t h e  
u s e r s '  fo rum,  we n e e d  y o u r  h e l p .  We need  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  FREEBIES a n d  a r t i c l e s  
d e s c r i b i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  and  s h o r t  c u t s  y o u ' v e  
d i s c o v e r e d .  P l e a s e  c o n t r i b u t e .  Send a1 1 
a r t i c l e s  t o :  

S u z a n  S c h u l  t z  
A m e r i c a n  E l e c t r i c  Power 
S e r v i c e  C o r p o r a t i o n  
Room 1939  
2 B r o a d w a y  
New Y o r k ,  New Y o r k  1 0 0 0 4  
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President's Message 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1  

p r e p a r i n g  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  t h e  
c o m i n g  y e a r  ( s e e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ) .  
I f  y o u  f e e l  y o u  c o u l d  c . o n t r i b u t e  t o  a n y  one 
o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s ,  c o n t a c t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
c h a i r m a n .  Some r e g i o n s  a r e  p l a n n i n g  t o  h a v e  
a  l e a s t  one  r e g i o n a l  member i n v o l v e d  w i t h  
e a c h  SIG. 

The S i x t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ADABAS C o n f e r e n c e  t o  
b e  h e l d  i n  M u n i c h  i n  S e p t e m b e r  w i l l  b e  t h e  
f i r s t  h e l d  o u t s i d e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  I w i s h  
H e r r  Heymer and  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  o r g a n i z e r s  
e v e r y  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e i r  e n d e a v o r s .  

E u r o p e a n  u s e r s  h a v e  a  s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
i n  1 9 7 8 - 7 9  a s  t h e y  w i l l  r e c e i v e  V e r s i o n  4 . 1  
t h r e e  m o n t h s  a h e a d  o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  u s e r s .  
D o c u m e n t i n g  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  imp1 e m e n t i  ng  
t h i s  new v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  ADABAS n u c l e u s  w o u l d  
b e  v a l u a b l e  t o  o t h e r  u s e r s .  T h i s  news1 e t t e r  
i s  t h e  i d e a l  medium f o r  d i s t r i b u t i n g  s u c h  
d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  

I c a n ' t  h e l p  b u t  b e  o p t i m i s t i c  f o r  t h e  y e a r  
ahead  when I see so  many u s e r s  p r e p a r e d  t o  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  ADAGROUP. None o f  u s  c a n  
a f f o r d  t o  d e v o t e  t o o  m u c h  t i m e  t o  ADAGROUP 
a c t i v i t i e s  b u t  i f  we a l l  p l a y  a  s m a l l  r o l e  we 
c a n  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a  p r o d u c t i v e  y e a r .  

We h a v e  r e c e i v e d  n o t i c e  t h a t  P e t e  W e b s t e r  
i s l e a v i n g  s o f t w a r e  a g  o f  N o r t h  
A m e r i c a .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s  P e t e  h a s  been  a  
d r i v i n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  ADAGROUP. 
As ADAGROUP's f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t ,  P e t e  was i n -  
s t r u m e n t a l  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  
ADAGROUP on w h i c h  we a r e  now b u i l d i n g .  L a t e r ,  
as  t h e  s  o  f t w  a  r e a  g  l i a i s o n  t o  ADA- 
GROUP, P e t e  c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  news-  
l e t t e r  a n d  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e s .  From a l l  o f  us  
i n  ADAGROUP, we w i s h  y o u  t h e  v e r y  b e s t .  
And, b y  t h e  w a y , - - t h a n k  y o u ,  P e t e .  

The new ADAGROUP E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  
1 9 7 8 - 7 9  m e t  i n  B o s t o n  o n  F r i d a y ,  May 19,  
1 9 7 8 ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e .  A t  
t h i s  m e e t i n g  t h e  f o l l  o w i n g  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  
e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r :  

Rob M a c m i l l a n  - P r e s i d e n t  
M i c h a e l  Berman - V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  
Bob  C o l e  - S e c r e t a r y  

S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  m u s t  go  t o  o u r  r e t i r i n g  
s e c r e t a r y  Bob T a y l o r  who has  c o n t r i b u t e d  a  
l o t  o f  w o r k  a n d  g o o d  i d e a s  t o  ADAGROUP o v e r  
t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  

J a y  W a l t o n  ( S o u t h  C e n t r a l  U.S.), S t e v e  W r i g h t  
( W e s t  C o a s t ) ,  Bob H a l l  ( U . K . )  a n d S e r g i o  
I v a n  R o s c h k e  ( S o u t h  A m e r i c a )  a r e  a l l  R e g i o n a l  
Reps  f r o m  1 9 7 7 - 7 8  who h a v e  s t e p p e d  down t h i s  
y e a r .  T h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  i n i t i a t i n g  a c t i v i t y  
i n  t h e i r  r e g i o n s  i s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  
a l l  ADAGROUP members. 

ADACOM and Natural 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1  

f i e l d s  ( a l p h a  and  n u m e r i c ) ,  and  
o u t p u t  f o r m a t s ,  a t  t h e  p o i n t  
u s e d  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  s t a t e m e n t s  
and  no  l o n g e r  i n  g l o b a l  o r  f i l e  
d e f i n i t i o n s .  

M u l t i - f i l e  
C a p a b i l i t y :  The u s e r  c a n  a c c e s s  d a t a  u s i n g  

F IND o r  READ s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  
any  number  o f  ADABAS o'r 
non-ADABAS f i l e s  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  
f i n a l  r e p o r t .  

P e r f o r m a n c e :  T i m i n g  t e s t s  c o m p a r i n g  COBOL 
p r o g r a m s  a n d  ADACOM p r o g r a m s  
w i t h  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  o u t p u t  h a v e  
shown t h a t  ADACOM p e r f o r m s  
s i m i l a r  t o  COBOL p r o g r a m s  b u t  
r e q u i r e s  o n l y  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o g r a m m i n g  e f f o r t .  

M a i n  S t o r a g e  
R e q u i r e m e n t s :  ADACOM r u n s  i n  70K o f  

n o n - o v e r 1  a y e d  m a i n  memory w h i c h  
i n c l u d e s  a  u s e r  a r e a  o f  10K a n d  
a b o u t  5K o f  f i  1  e  d e s c r i p t i o n .  

ADACOM i s  w r i t t e n  i n  A s s e m b l e r  l a n g u a g e  and  
i s  a v a i l  a b l e  f o r  OS a n d  DOS o p e r a t i n g  
s y s t e m s .  

When r e l e a s e d ,  ADACOM w i l l  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
s t a n d a r d  ADABAS s y s t e m  and  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
ADASCRIPT+ w i l l  o f f e r  t h e  u s e r  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  
f o r  o n l i n e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  b a t c h  r e p o r t  
g e n e r a t i o n  f o r  ADABAS d a t a  b a s e s .  

N a t u r a l  i s  an  on1 i n e  and  b a t c h  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
l a n g u a g e  i n t e n d e d  t o  o f f e r  t h e  u s e r  a l l  t h e  
f u n c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n  
p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  w r i t t e n  i n  COBOL 
o r  PL1. N a t u r a l ,  f u l l y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  
ADACOM, i s  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  ADABAS s t r u c t u r e s  
and  f r e e s  t h e  u s e r  f r o m  a l l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  t e c h n i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  DBMS r e g a r d i n g  
c o n t r o l  b l o c k s ,  u s e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s ,  and  
o p e n i n g  a n d  c l o s i n g  o f  f i l e s .  

N a t u r a l  o f f e r s  e a s y  t o  u s e  s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  
f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p l  i c a t i o n  l o g i c  
i n c l u d i n g  ADABAS commands s u c h  a s :  

r e a d  i n  p h y s i c a l  s e q u e n c e  
r e a d  i n  l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e  

b y  d e s c r i p t o r  v a l u e  
r e a d  by  I S N  
r e a d  d e s c r i p t o r  v a l u e s  
r e a d  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o r d  b y  I S N  
f i n d ,  c o u p 1  ed ,  s o r t e d  
u p d a t e  r e c o r d  
s t o r e  r e c o r d  
d e l  e t e  r e c o r d  

N a t u r a l ,  a  r e l a t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e ,  a l l o w s  t h e  
u s e r  t o  f o l l o w  a n y  l o g i c a l  p a t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  
d a t a  w h i c h  may i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
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f i l e s  o r  u s e  o f  t h e  same f i l e  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  
u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s .  E s t a b l i s h i n g  a  
l o g i c a l  p a t h  t h r o u g h  f i l e s  d o e s  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  t h e s e  f i l e s  h a v e  t o  b e  
c o u p l e d  i n  t h e  ADABAS s e n s e ,  b u t  o n l y  
r e q u i r e s  a  l o g i c a l  r e 1  a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  
f i l e s  u s i n g  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l  d s  
o r  I S N s .  

I n  l a n g u a g e s  l i k e  COBOL o r  P L 1  ( a n d  o f  
c o u r s e ,  A s s e m b l e r )  t h e  e n d  u s e r  i s  h e a v i l y  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  l a n g u a g e  a n d  d a t a .  He h a s  t o  
d e f i n e  d a t a  a r e a s  a n d  o u t p u t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  
o p e n / c l  o s e  fi 1  es ,  b u i  1  d  p r o c e s s i n g  1  o o p s  t o  
p r o c e s s  t h e  d a t a ,  a n d  h a s  v e r y  f e w  t o o l s  i n  
t h e  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  a l l o w  h i m  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  
w i t h  t h e  d a t a  b a s e  o r  h i s  TP e n v i r o n m e n t .  He 
c o u l d  go  t o  h i s  DBA and  h a v e  h i m  c r e a t e  an  
ADAMINT m o d u l e  w h i c h  h e  w o u l d  t h e n  c a l l  t o  
g e t  d a t a  o u t  o f  t h e  d a t a  b a s e ,  b u t  t h i s  
p r o c e s s  i s  n o t  s u i t a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  j o b  d o n e  
q u i c k l y .  

The d e s i g n  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  N a t u r a l  was t o  
r e l i e v e  t h e  e n d  u s e r  f r o m  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
m e c h a n i c s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  h i s  COBOL a n d  P L 1  
p r o g r a m s  and  do  a1 1  t h i s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y .  

As a  p r o g r a m m i n g  1  a n g u a g e ,  N a t u r a l  b r e a k s  
w i t h  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  COBOL a n d  P L 1  a n d  
g i v e s  t h e  u s e r  a  f l e x i b l e  t o o l  f o r  
p r o g r a m m i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  p r o b l e m s  j u s t  a s  BASIC 
a n d  APL d o  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o b l e m s .  N a t u r a l  
c o n t a i n s  e l e m e n t s  f r o m  BASIC,  COBOL, FORTRAN, 
PL1,  a n d  some o f  i t s  own, a1 1  p u t  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t o  g i v e  t h e  u s e r  a s  much 
f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  p o w e r  a s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  a s  
1  i t t l  e  p r o g r a m m i n g  e f f o r t  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

The  r e s u l  t i s  t h a t  t h e  u s e r  c a n  f o r m u l a t e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  p r o g r a m  a  r e q u e s t  i n  N a t u r a l  i n  
a b o u t  1 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o d e d  l i n e s  r e q u i r e d  
b y  o t h e r  p r o g r a m m i n g  l a n g u a g e s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  
COBOL a n d  P L 1  p r o v i d e  a  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  
i n t e r n a l  d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  b u t  when o n l y  1 0  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o d i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d ,  a s  i n  
N a t u r a l ,  t h e r e  i s  p l e n t y  o f  room and  t i m e  f o r  
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  ( t h e r e  i s  a  comment  s t a t e m e n t ) .  

B a t c h  N a t u r a l  r u n s  i n  a b o u t  70K o f  s t o r a g e  
w i t h  a b o u t  t h e  same p e r f o r m a n c e  a s  an  
e q u i v a l e n t  COBOL p r o g r a m .  A t  p r e s e n t  N a t u r a l  
r u n s  u n d e r  C o m - p l e t e  i n  a 50K t h r e a d  g i v i n g  
t h e  u s e r  a  10K w o r k  a r e a .  F o r  i t s  r e l e a s e  i n  
S e p t e m b e r  N a t u r a l  w i l l  b e  a d a p t e d  t o  o t h e r  TP 
m o n i t o r s  a s  we1 1.  T h e r e  i s  a  COMMUNICATE 
s t a t e m e n t  i n  N a t u r a l  w h i c h  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  
f o r m a t t i n g  o f  s c r e e n s  t o  i n p u t  d a t a  t o  t h e  
N a t u r a l  p r o g r a m .  

N a t u r a l  i s  t h e  f i r s t  h i g h  l e v e l  l a n g u a g e  t o  
o f f e r  t h e  u s e r  e l e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  
s c r e e n  l a y o u t s  a n d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  d o e s  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  m a p p i n g  t o  r e a d  i n d i v i d u a l  f i e l  ds  
f r o m  t h e  s c r e e n  i n t o  p r o g r a m  v a r i a b l e s .  

A t  p r e s e n t  N a t u r a l  a1 so o f f e r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
f u n c t i o n s :  

* S t o r i n g  and  e d i t i n g  o f  N a t u r a l  s o u r c e  
p r o g r a m s  f o r  b o t h  o n l i n e  a n d  b a t c h  w h i c h  
c a n  t h e n  b e  e x e c u t e d  i n  b o t h  o n l i n e  a n d  
b a t c h ;  

* F u l l  r e 1  a t i o n a l  mu1 t i - f i l e  c a p a b i l i t y  
t o  s u p p o r t  a l l  ADABAS commands; 

* F u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  ADABAS a n d  i n t e r m e d i a t e  
f i e l  ds  a s  v a r i a b l e s  i n c l u d i n g ;  d a t a  
c o n v e r s i o n  f r o m  n u m e r i c  t o  a1 pha ;  

* S o r t i n g  o n / o f f l  i n e ;  

* C a p a b i l  i t y  t o  d e f e r  on1 i n e  q u e r y  t o  
b a t c h  ; 

* C r e a t i o n  o f  mu1 t i p 1  e  r e p o r t s  i n  o n e  
r u n ;  

* I n q u i r y  p a g e  a n d  t i m e  l i m i t  o p t i o n s ;  

* B u i l t  i n  p e r f o r m a n c e  m e a s u r e m e n t  t o o l s  
g i v i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t i m e  f r o m  any  p o i n t  
i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  e x e c u t i o n ;  

* P o w e r f u l  s y s t e m  s t a n d a r d  f u n c t i o n s  f o r  
d a t e s ,  t i m e s ,  a n d  s t a n d a r d  s t a t i s t i c a l  
a c c u m u l  a t i o n s ;  

* A c c e s s  t o  s y s t e m  v a r i a b l e  s u c h  a s  ISN 
and  MU/PE c o u n t e r s ;  

* U s i n g  v a r i a b l e s  f o r  i n d e x i n g  i n  MU/PE 

* F u l l  d e c i m a l  a r i t h m e t i c  i n c l u d i n g  
e x p o n e n t a t i o n  and  s q u a r e  r o o t ;  

* C r e a t i o n  o f  o u t p u t  f i l e s  w h i c h  c a n  b e  
r e p r o c e s s e d  w i t h  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s .  

E v e n  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  p l a n n e d  f o r  
t h e  n e x t  v e r s i o n  o f  N a t u r a l .  

* F u l l  f l o a t i n g  p o i n t  s u p p o r t  
a r i t h m e t i c  and  f o r m a t t i n g ;  

* A r r a y  p r o c e s s i n g  f o r  non-ADABAS f i e l d s  
w i t h  up  t o  2 i n d i c e s ;  

* E n h a n c e d  m a c r o  c a p a b i l  i t y  
ADASCRI PT+; 

1  i k e  

* P r o m p t i n g  t h e  u s e r  o f  a  p r e - s t o r e d  
p r o g r a m  t o  i n c l u d e  a d d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e  1 i n e s  
( 1  i k e  s e a r c h  c r i t e r i a  o r  f i e l d s  t o  b e  
d i s p l  a y e d )  a t  e x e c u t i o n  t i m e ;  

* F u l l  BASIC l a n g u a g e  a s  a  s u b s e t  o f  t h e  
N a t u r a l  1  a n g u a g e ;  

* S u p p o r t  o f  ET/BT l o g i c  o f  ADABAS f o r  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t r a n s a c t i o n s  including an 
a u t o m a t i c  r e s t a r t  p r o c e d u r e .  

The  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  N a t u r a l  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  B e t a  
t e s t  u s e r s  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g  and  
seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a  p r o g r a m m i n g  l a n g u a g e  
l i k e  N a t u r a l  s u i t s  t h e i r  n e e d s  f o r  a  h i g h  
l e v e l  l a n g u a g e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  a  d a t a  
b a s e .  
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Executive Committee Minutes 

The ADAGROUP E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  was 
c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  n o o n ,  May 19 ,  1978 ,  b y  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t ,  Rob M a c m i l l a n .  I n  a t t e n d a n c e  w e r e  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  R e g i o n a l  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s :  

H a w a i i  R e g i o n  
R o g e r  A n g e l 1  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H a w a i i  
Management  Sys tems O f f i c e  
2425  Campus Road 
H o n o l  u l  u  , H a w a i i  9 6 8 2 2  
8 0 8 - 9 4 8 - 8 9 1 7  

K e n n e t h  K o j i m a  
H o n o l u l u  F e d e r a l  S a v i n g s  a n d  L o a n  
1 8 8  M e r c h a n t  S t r e e t  
H o n o l  u l  u ,  H a w a i i  9 6 8 0 9  
8 0 8 - 5 4 6 - 5 0 4 9  

C a l i  f o r n i a / N e v a d a  R e g i o n  
S a n d r a  S i  l v a  
S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
T e a l e  D a t a  C e n t e r  
S a c r a m e n t o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  9 5 8 1 4  
9 1 6 - 3 2 2 - 3 8 4 0  

E a s t e r n  Canada & U p p e r  New Y o r k  R e g i o n  
Bob T a y l o r  
I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  C o m p u t e r  S e r v i c e s  
S h e l l  Canada,  L t d .  
505  U n i v e r s i t y  Avenue 
T o r o n t o ,  O n t a r i o  M1E 2H2 
Canada 
4 1 6 - 5 9 7 - 7 0 7 3  

E a s t  C e n t r a l  U.S. R e g i o n  
Dan S k w a r c a n  
A s s o c i a t e s  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  
1 7 2 0  R u s k i n  S t r e e t  
S o u t h  Bend,  I n d i a n a  46604  
2 1 9 - 2 3 6 - 3 5 1 4  

U n i t e d  K i  ngdom R e g i o n  
R o g e r  M a r t i n  
A1 l i e d  B r e w e r i e s ,  L t d .  
S t a t i o n  S t r e e t  
B u r t o n - o n - T r e n  t 
S t a f f o r d s h i  r e ,  E n g l a n d  
0 2 8 3 - 4 5 3 2 0 ,  e x t .  2649  

S o u t h  A m e r i c a  R e g i o n  
A n t o n i o  Amara l  
E l  e c t r o b r a s  
RVA P r e s i d e n t  V a r g a s  6 4 2 / 3  
20000  R i o  de  J a n e i r o ,  B r a s i l  
5 5 0 2 1 - 2 2 3 - 8 5 2 5  

ew Y o r k  C i t y l T r i  S t a t e  R e g i o n  
i c h a e l  Berman 
NCO, L t d .  

One New Y o r k  P l a z a  
New Y o r k ,  New Y o r k  1 0 0 0 4  
2 1 2 - 7 4 2 - 8 1 4 0  

Suzan  S c h u l t z  - C o - E d i t o r  - N e w s l e t t e r  
A m e r i c a n  E l e c t r i c  Power 
2  Broadway  
New Y o r k ,  New Y o r k  1 0 0 0 4  
21 2 - 4 2 2 - 4 8 0 0  

E a s t  C o a s t  R e g i o n  
Bob  C o l e  
N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
1 2 0 1  S i x t e e n t h  S t r e e t ,  N.W., Room 701E 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 20036  
2 0 2 - 8 3 3 - 4 3 7 1  

N o r t h w e s t  U.S. a n d  W e s t e r n  Canada R e g i o n  
Rob M a c m i l  l a n  
S i m o n  F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i  t y  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A n a l y t i c a l  S t u d i e s  
B u r n a b y ,  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  V5A 1S6 
Canada 
6 0 4 - 2 9 1 - 4 5 2 5  

W e s t  C e n t r a l  U.S. R e g i o n  
S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i g h w a y s  

& P u b l i c  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
S t a t e  o f  T e x a s  
3 8 t h  & J a c k s o n  
A u s t i n ,  T e x a s  7 8 7 3 1  
5 1 2 - 4 7 5 - 7 1 7 3  

The  f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  was t h e  e l e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  ADAGROUP o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  1 9 7 8 - 7 9  
y e a r .  By u n a n i m o u s  v o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e r e  
e l  e c t e d :  

Rob M a c m i l l a n  - P r e s i d e n t  
M i c h a e l  Berman - V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  
Bob C o l e  - S e c r e t a r y  

c o n t i n u e d  on p a g e  6  
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Minutes c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  page  5 Break Time in Boston 
I t  was b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h o s e  i n  
a t t e n d a n c e  t h a t  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g was 

I 
r e q u e s t e d  l a s t  y e a r  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  u s e r s  w h i c h  
was n e v e r  c o m p l e t e d .  It was moved  a n d  
a p p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  w o u l d  r e q u e s t  i n  
w r i t i n g  a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  u s e r s  ( l i s t  o f  
u s e r s  b  Y  s t a t e  a n d  r e g i o n )  
f r o m  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g. A f t e r  r e c e i p t  o f  
t h i s ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  e v a l u a t e  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a  p o s s i b l e  r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  
t h e  r e g i o n s .  I 
The e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  t h e n  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
need  a n d / o r  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  
t r e a s u r y  t o  b e  u s e d  s o l e l y  b y  t h e  ADAGROUP 1 
f o r  e x p e n s e s  s u c h  as  p r i n t i n g ,  m a i l ,  e t c . ,  
e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  d u e s  o r  
s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  The 
c o n s e n s u s  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  was t h a t  t h e r e  was 
n o t  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  and  w o u l d  o n l y  
add  an  a d d i t i o n a l  b u r d e n  on  t h e  ADAGROUP 
members. 

A  m o t i o n  was made a n d  c a r r i e d  t h a t  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  w o u l d  r e q u e s t  i n  w r i  t i  ng  
t h a t  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  s p o n s o r  t w o  
p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  a t t e n d  
t h e  Germany u s e r s '  m e e t i n g  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
C a n a d i a n  a n d  N o r t h  a n d  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  u s e r s  
(who i t  i s  f e l t  a r e  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
u s e r  p o p u l a t i o n ) ,  and  t h a t  t h e  ADAGROUP 
l i a i s o n  f r o m  s  o  f t w a r e  a g  a l s o  
a t t e n d .  The t w o  p e o p l e  w o u l d  b e  t h e  ADAGROUP 
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  i f  e i t h e r  i s  
u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d ,  t h e n  a  m e m b e r ( s )  o f  t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  a s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t .  

The l a s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  was a  m o t i o n  w h i c h  
was made and  c a r r i e d  
t h a t  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  b e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  
s e n d  a  l e t t e r  t o  a l l  u s e r s  a n n o u n c i n g  N a t u r a l  
and  3 0  d a y s  t o  r e s p o n d  f o r  t h e  r e d u c e d  
p r i c e s .  

The m e e t i n g  was a d j o u r n e d  a t  1: 15. 

ADABAS 
Special Interest Group Reports 

ADAMINT S I G  
S t e v e  R o l l  i n s  
K a n s a s  C i t y  S o u t h e r n  I n d u s t r i e s  -- 

1 1 4  W e s t  1 1 t h  S t r e e t  
K a n s a s  C i t y ,  M i s s o u r i  6 4 1 0 5  
8 1 5 - 5 5 6 - 0 4 2 2  

The ADABAS ADAMINT S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group  was 
f o r m e d  d u r i n q  t h e  B o s t o n  C o n f e r e n c e .  I am 
c u r r e n t 1  y  s o l i c i t i n g  f o r  r e g i o n a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f o r  t h i s  g r o u p  so  as  t o  
e n h a n c e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h i s  g r o u p .  
R e s p o n s i b i l  i t i e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  
and  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t i n e n t  t o  
ADAMINT u s e r s  i n  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  r e g i o n s .  
I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  y o u r  
r e g i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n v e y  t h i s  t o  me b y  A u g u s t  
1 5 t h .  

S . I . G .  R e p o r t s  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  7 
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DOS 
Rick Saindon 
Systems Programmer 
Management I n f o r m a t i o n  Systems 
Munsingwear,  I n c .  
718 Glenwood Avenue 
Mi nneapol i s ,  Minnesota  55405  
612-340-4773 o r  4787 

In  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  my f i r s t  
r e g i o n a l  and f i r s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  A D A G R O U P  
c o n f e r e n c e s ,  i t  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  DOS 
u s e r ,  i n  some c a s e s ,  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  a  
d i s c u s s i o n  semina r  o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  which 
t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  v e r y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  DOS u s e r s ,  
b u t  t h e  f o r m a t  and j a r g o n  i s  0s .  

A t  t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g ,  o u r  r e g i o n a l  group 
d e c i d e d  t o  s p l i t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  i n  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  way. Those t o p i c s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  
bo th  OS and DOS u s e r s  would be c o v e r e d  f i r s t ;  
t h e n  t h e  two g roups  would sp l  i t  t o  d i s c u s s  
any t o p i c s  un ique  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
env i  ronments .  

As t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of  DOS u s e r s  w i t h i n  
A D A G R O U P  i s  g rowing ,  i t  may be  p roposed  t o  
a d d r e s s  some o f  t h e  same s u b j e c t s  under  two 
s e p a r a t e  f o r m a t s ,  DOS and 0 s .  T h i s  approach  
may i n c r e a s e  t h e  l e v e l  of  d e t a i l  and 
a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  bo th  
g roups .  

As cha i rman  o f  t h e  DOS SIG, may I  s u g g e s t  t h e  
purpose  of  o u r  e x i s t e n c e :  

1. To c o l l e c t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  unique 
d i f f e r e n c e s  between OSIADABAS and 
DOSIADABAS e n v i r o n m e n t s .  

2.  To r e p o r t  t h e s e  un ique  d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  
s o f t w a r e  a g  and t o  h e l p  
s o  f  t w a  r e  a g  dea l  w i t h  them 
e f f e c t i v e l y .  

3.  To c o l  1 e c t i v e l y  1  obby f o r  
s o f t w a r e  a g  s  s u p p o r t  o f  
change lenhancement s  t h a t  r e1  a t e  t o  
DOSIADABAS on1 y . 

4. To r e q u e s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  from OSIADABAS 
u s e r s  t o  a s s i s t  a  DOSIADABAS t o  OS/ADABAS 
c o n v e r s i o n .  

5 .  To s h a r e  un ique  DOS e x p e r i e n c e s ,  
t e c h n i q u e s ,  o r  imp1 e m e n t a t i o n s  o f  ADABAS 
and o t h e r  s o f t w a r e  a g  
p r o d u c t s .  

6.  To have a  DOSIADABAS r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
w i t h i n  a1 1  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s .  

To b e g i n  moving i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  I  have 
s u g g e s t e d ,  may I  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t  some 
o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  t h i s  y e a r :  

1 .  Assemble and m a i n t a i n  a  c o m p l e t e  1  i s t  of  
DOS/ADABAS u s e r s  which w i l l  be m a i l e d  t o  
each u s e r .  

2. For  each  DOSIADABAS u s e r  t o  s u b m i t  t o  me, 
a s  soon a s  t i m e  p e r m i t s ,  a  l i s t  of  
p rob lems ,  c o n c e r n s ,  o r  needs  un ique  t o  
h i s l h e r  DOS/ADABAS e n v i r o n m e n t .  

3. P r o v i d e  t h e  l i s t  t o  
s o f t w a r e  a g  f o r  t h e i r  
comments, a d d i t i o n s ,  o r  s o l u t i o n s  and 
have them pub1 i  shed by 
s o f t w a r e  a g .  

4.  P r e p a r e  and submi t  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t o  
e v e r y  DOS/ADABAS u s e r  f o r  t h e  purpose  of  
g a t h e r i n g  d e t a i l e d  u s e r  p r o f i l e s  o f  
DOSIADABAS e n v i r o n m e n t s .  

5. P u b l i s h  and m a i n t a i n  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  f o r  each DOS/ADABAS u s e r .  

6. P ropose  t o p i c s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C o n f e r e n c e .  

I  would a p p r e c i a t e  any comments, s u g g e s t i o n s ,  
o r  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  I have proposed 
f o r  t h e  DOS SIG. Hope t o  ,hear  from you soon.  

D A T A  DICTIONARY 
R i c h a r d  Tannor 
INCO, L td .  
One New York P l a z a  
New York,  New York 10004 

F o l l o w i n g  Roy Wood's p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  
Boston Confe rence  on t h e  s o o n - t o - b e - r e l e a s e d  
ADABAS D i c t i o n a r y  System,  t h o s e  a t t e n d e e s  
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  d a t a  
d i c t i o n a r y  met w i t h  Roy and me. 

O p i n i o n s  from Beta  t e s t  s i t e  u s e r s  were 
v a r i e d .  One u s e r  of  t h e  ADABAS D i c t i o n a r y  
was f a i r l y  s a t i s f i e d ,  a n o t h e r  found i t  t o  be 
l a c k i n g  needed f e a t u r e s ,  and a  t h i r d  s t a t e d  
t h a t  i t  was i  ncompati  bl e  w i t h  hi s  home-grown 
d i c t i o n a r y .  

Berna rd  Plagman, a  c o n s u l t a n t  w i t h  D B D  
Systems e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  development  of  
d a t a  d i c t i o n a r y  s y s t e m s ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
ADABAS D i c t i o n a r y  mee t s  t h e  i n i  t i  a1 o b j e c t i v e  
o f  s e r v i n g  a s  a  documenta t ion  t o o l ;  b u t  
f u r t h e r  deve lopment  i s  needed i f  t h e  
D i c t i o n a r y  i s  t o  be u s e f u l  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of  
f i l e  d e s i g n , '  d a t a  v a l i d a t i o n ,  d a t a  base  
s e c u r i t y ,  and r e t r i e v a l  / r e p o r t  i n t e r f a c i n g .  

Roy commented t h a t  s  o  f  t w a  r  e  a  g  
i n v i t e s  t h e  g u i d a n c e  of  t h e  u s e r  g roup  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e  development  o f  t h e  D i c t i o n a r y .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  scope  and purpose  of 
t h e  Data D i c t i o n a r y  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group, 
a s  we l l  a s  t o  e l i c i t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  
members, I  wi 11 be s e n d i n g  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  t o  
t h o s e  who a t t e n d e d  t h e  g r o u p ' s  mee t ing  in. 
Bos ton .  I f  you were n o t  a t  t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  b u t  
would l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  from t h e  
S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group, p l e a s e  l e t  me know. 

S . I . G .  R e p o r t s  c o n t i n u e d  on page 8 
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RETRIEVALIINTERFACE 
V i r g i n i a  S u l l i v a n  ( C o - c h a i r m a n  - R e t r i e v a l  ) 
INCO, L t d .  
One New Y o r k  P l a z a  
New Y o r k ,  New Y o r k  1 0 0 0 4  
2 1 2 - 7 4 2 - 4 1 6 5  

A1 an M a r t i n  ( C o - c h a i r m a n  - I n t e r f a c e )  
C o m p u t i n g  C e n t r e  
B u r n a b y  M o u n t a i n  
B u r n a b y ,  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  V5A 1S6 
Canada 
6 0 4 - 2 9 1 - 4 5 7 8  

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  s c o p e  a n d  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p .  

The g r o u p ,  a s  a  w h o l e ,  s h o u l d  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  
g a t h e r i n g  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n :  

1. New d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  r e t r i e v a l  and  
i n t e r f a c e s  a s  g l e a n e d  
f r o m  s o f t w a r e  a g  o r  f r o m  
o u t s i d e  p e r s o n s  o r  1  i t e r a t u r e .  

2. P o t e n t i a l  p r o b l e m s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
r e t r i e v a l  a n d  i n t e r f a c e s  w i t h  ADABAS a n d  
i t s  v a r i o u s  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  
s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  i f  and  when 
t h e y  become a v a i l a b l e .  

The s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p  s h o u l d  
a l s o  f u n c t i o n  a s  a  f o r m a l  r o u t e  t o  
v o i c e  i t s  c o m p l  a i n t s  a n d / o r  p r o b l e m s  
t o  s o f t w a r e  a g .  

A l a n  a n d  I w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  f o r  
s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  w i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  send  o u t  
t o  t h e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  g r o u p  a n y  a n d  a l l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e c e i v e d .  

Anyone w i s h i n g  t o  j o i n  t h i s  g r o u p  i s  i n v i t e d  
t o  s e n d  h i s /  h e r  name and  company a f f i l i a t i o n  
t o  A l a n  M a r t i n .  

Y o u r  comments a n d  h e l p  w o u l d  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

T h i s  g r o u p  i s  h e r e  t o  h e l p  y o u ,  so p l e a s e  
h e l p  u s  h e l p  y o u .  

PERFORMANCE 
Bob B e c k e r  
F o r e m o s t  I n s u r a n c e  Co. 
580U F o r e m o s t  D r i v e ,  S.E. 
G r a n d  R a p i d ,  M I  4 9 5 0 1  
6 1 6 - 9 4 2 - 3 3 6 4  

The P e r f o r m a n c e  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  G r o u p  i s  
l o o k i n g  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  any a n d  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  a r e a  f r o m  any  ADABAS u s e r .  
P l e a s e  c a l l  Bob B e c k e r ,  P e r f o r m a n c e  Group  
C h a i r m a n ,  a t  F o r e m o s t  I n s u r a n c e  Company, w i t h  
any ADABAS p e r f o r m a n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  h a v e  
as a  r e s u l t  o f  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  
ADABAS. I t  may b e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  b u t  a l l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  a i d  i n  m a k i n g  ADABAS a  
b e t t e r  p r o j e c t .  The p e r f o r m a n c e  m a t e r i a l  

w i l l  t h e n  b e  c o m p i l e d  b y  Bob B e c k e r  a n d  s e n t  
o u t  i n  l a t e r  ADABAS n e w s l e t t e r s .  

The Group  m e t  r e c e n t l y  a t  t h e  5 t h  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ADABAS U s e r s '  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  
B o s t o n .  T h r e e  u s e r s  and  one ADABAS 
c o n s u l t a n t  spoke .  T h e i r  t o p i c s  w e r e  s u c h  
i tems as  t h e i r  i d e a s  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  t h e  
s e a r c h  f o r  b e t t e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  
r e s u l  t s  o f  t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e  t e s t i n g ,  a n d  
a p p l  i c a t i o n  d e s i g n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  
i m p r o v i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e .  

P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  q u e s t  f o r  t h e  
b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  ADABAS p e r f o r m a n c e .  

RESTARTIRECOVERY SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 

Bob T a y l o r  
I. & C. S. 
S h e l l  Canada,  L t d .  
5 0 5  U n i v e r s i t y  Avenue 
T o r o n t o ,  O n t a r i o  M1E 2H 
Canada 
4 1 6 - 5 9 7 - 7 0 7 3  

T h i s  n e w l y  f o r m e d  g r o u p  i s  a c t i v e l y  
s o l i c i t i n g  u s e r s  f o r  q u e s t i o n s  t h e y  m i g h t  
h a v e  on  R e s t a r t / R e c o v e r y .  The g r o u p ' s  
o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  c o l l e c t  a l l  o u t s t a n d i n g  
q u e s t i o n s / p r o b l e m s  on  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s  u t i l  i t y  
and ,  w i t h  t h e  c o o p e r a t i  o n  
o f  s o f t w a r e  a g  r e s o l v e  t h e s e  
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  p u b l i s h  f o r  a l l  t h e  u s e r s  a  
d o c u m e n t  t h a t  w i l l  b e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i m p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  m a t e r i a l .  The 
s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  r e q u i r e s  u s e r  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  T h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  
v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t  b y  
a c t i n g  as  f o c a l  p o i n t s  f o r  q u e s t i o n s ,  e t c .  
I f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  a  ' h o w - t o '  o r  
t e c h n i c a l  n a t u r e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  
t h e  u t i l i t y ,  p l e a s e  s e n d  t h e m  t o :  

M r .  Bob T a y l o r  
S h e l l  Canada,  L t d .  
I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  C o m p u t e r  S e r v i c e s  
P. 0. Box  4 0 0  
T e r m i n a l  A  
T o r o n t o ,  O n t a r i o  
Canada 

t f  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  
T r a n s i t i o n  t o  V e r s i o n  4 . 1 '  a n d / o r  ' V e r s i o n  

4 . 1  R e c o v e r y / R e s t a r t l  p l  e a s e  s e n d  them t o :  

Ms. S a n d r a  L a u f e r  
M o r g a n  S t a n 1  ey  a n d  Company 
5 5  W a t e r  S t r e e t  
New Y o r k ,  New Y o r k  1 0 0 4 1  

I f  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n  t h e  ' E n d - U s e r  
P r o b l e m s  i n  R e s t a r t / R e c o v e r y l  p l e a s e  s e n d  
them t o  : 

M r .  S t e v e  R o l l i n s  
K a n s a s  C i t y  S o u t h e r n  I n d u s t r i e s  
1 1 4  West  1 1 t h  S t r e e t  
K a n s a s  C i  t y ,  Mi s s o u r i  6 4 1 0 5  

The  S I G ' s  p r o g r e s s  w i l l  b e  r e p o r t e d  o n  w i t h  
e a c h  news1 e t t e r .  Thank  y o u  f o r  y o u r  
a s s i s t a n c e .  

S . I . G .  R e p o r t s  c o n t i n u e d  on  page  9 

Page 8 



ADABAS Special Interest Group 
Reports c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  page  8 

CHANGE/ENHANCEMENT REQUEST COMMITTEE 

D a n i e l  R. S k w a r c a n  
A s s o c i a t e s  C o m p u t e r  C e n t e r  
1 7 2 0  R u s k i n  S t r e e t  
S o u t h  Bend, I N  46604  

The  Change/Enhancement  s e s s i o n  a t  t h e  B o s t o n  
C o n f e r e n c e  was a  s m a s h i n g  s u c c e s s .  The 
p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  i t s  s u c c e s s  was t h e  
c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  e a c h  ADABAS u s e r  i n  s u b m i t t i n g  
Change/  Enhancement  R e q u e s t s  e a r l y .  

To g u a r a n t e e  t h e  same s u c c e s s  a t  t h e  n e x t  
c o n f e r e n c e , .  t h i s  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  
m u s t  c o n t i n u e .  I n  B o s t o n ,  e a c h  u s e r  r e c e i v e d  
a  c o p y  o f  t h e  V e r s i o n  4 .1  P l a n n i n g  G u i d e .  
I ' m  s u r e  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  one  o f  u s  h a s  r e a d  
t h i s  d o c u m e n t  a n d  has  s e v e r a l  i d e a s  f o r  
f u t u r e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  ADABAS. What b e t t e r  
t i m e  t h a n  now t o  s t a r t  d e v e l o p i n g  
Change/Enhancement  R e q u e s t s ?  

T h e  Change/Enhancement  p r o c e d u r e  i s  b e i n g  
r e v i s e d  and  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  
news1 e t t e r .  A  c o p y  o f  t h e  Change/  
E n h a n c e m e n t  R e q u e s t  f o r m  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  
news1 e t t e r .  P l e a s e  u s e  t h i s  f o r m  when 
s u b m i t t i n g  y o u r  r e q u e s t s .  C h a n g e / E n h a n c e m e n t  
R e q u e s t s  s h o u l d  b e  s e n t  t o :  

EDUCATION SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 

Dave  Oldman 
S h e l l  O i l  Company 
P.O. B o x  20329  
H o u s t o n ,  T e x a s  7 7 0 2 5  
7 1 3 - 7 9 5 - 3 7 8 1  

The  E d u c a t i o n  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  G r o u p  ( S I G )  i s  
t h e  ADAGROUP f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  ADABAS. I t s  p u r p o s e  
i n c l u d e s :  ( 1 )  P r o v i d i n g  an e f f e c t i v e  f o r u m  
f o r  f o r m a l  a n d  i n f o r m a l  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s ,  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  ADABAS U s e r s  
and  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  
r e l a t e d  t o  ADABAS, ( 2 )  P r o v i d i n g  a  m e c h a n i s m  
f o r  u s e r s  t o  c o l l e c t i v e l y  c o n v e y  t h e i r  n e e d s  
and  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  
ADABAS e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  
t o  s o f t w a r e  a g .  

The  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  1 9 7 8 / 1 9 7 9  a r e  ( 1 )  
E s t a b l i s h  a  w o r k i n g  c o m m i t t e e  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  
c o n t e n t  a n d  m a t e r i  a1 s o f  ADABAS t r a i n i n g  
modu l  es  w h i c h  a r e  o f f e r e d  
b y  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g ,  ( 2 )  E n c o u r a g e  u s e r  
i n p u t  f o r  t h e  ADABAS D e s i g n  manua l  s c h e d u l  ed 
f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 7 8 ,  ( 3 )  
Es  t a b 1  i sh a  w o r k i  n g  commi t t e e  t o  p r o v i d e  
d i r e c t i o n  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  new ADABAS 
t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  ( 4 )  E s t a b l i s h  a  w o r k i n g  
c o m m i t t e e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
u s e r - c o m m u n i  t y  f o r  e n d - u s e r  t r a i n i n g .  

R i c k  J o s e p h s ,  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g ,  Germany,  
has  a s k e d  f o r  u s e r  i n p u t  f o r  t h e  ADABAS 
D e s i g n  Manua l  w h i c h  i s  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  

S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 7 8 .  The a n n o u n c e d  t o p i c s  t o  b e  
c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  m a n u a l  i n c l  ude :  p r o g r a m m i n g  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  i m p 1  e m e n t a t i  o n  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  d a t a  b a s e  d e s i g n ,  c o n c e p t u a l  
d e s i g n  ( s t r u c t u r e  a n d  l o g i c a l  v i e w ) ,  a n d  
d e t a i l  d e s i g n .  P l e a s e  r u s h  y o u r  d e s i g n  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  ( w i t h  e m p h a s i s  o n  c o n t e n t  r a t h e r  
t h a n  f o r m a t )  d i r e c t l y  t o  R i c k  J o s e p h s  o r  t o  
Roy Wood ( s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  - R e s t o n ) .  
D o n ' t  h o l d  b a c k  a n y  o f  y o u r  d e s i g n  i d e a s ,  
t e c h n i q u e s ,  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a n d / o r  q u e s t i o n s !  

As c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  SIG,  I w i l l  b e  
f o r w a r d i n g  t o  s o f t w a r e  a g  t h e  
c o l l e c t i v e  i d e a s  r e l a t e d  t o  ADABAS e d u c a t i o n  
a n d  t r a i n i n g  w h i c h  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  o u r  
U s e r s '  C o n f e r e n c e  s e s s i o n  i n  May. I f  y o u  
h a v e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  i n p u t  f o r  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  
S IG,  p l e a s e  s e n d  i t  t o  me a t  t h e  a b o v e  
a d d r e s s  b e f o r e  A u g u s t  1, 1978 .  

DBA T o o l s  S I G  
C a r o l y n  E l  s i  k  
S h e l l  O i  1  Company 
I n  f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r  
P. 0. Box  2 0 3 2 9  
H o u s t o n ,  T e x a s  7 7 0 2 5  
7 1 3 - 7 9 5 - 3 9 7 0  

I n  t h e  DBA T o o l s  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group  
m e e t i n g  a t  t h e  B o s t o n  U s e r s '  C o n f e r e n c e ,  we 
d e c i d e d  t o  m a i l  a  s u r v e y  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  
DBA' s  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  
s o f t w a r e  a g ' s  u s e r  P r o f i l e .  I n  
l i e u  o f  o u t p u t  f r o m  t h i s  U s e r  P r o f i l e ,  t h e  
s u r v e y s  w e r e  m a i l e d  t h e  week o f  J u n e  1 9  t o  
a t t e n d e e s  a t  t h e  u s e r  c o n f e r e n c e  ( o n e  f r o m  
e a c h  c o m p a n y ) .  The s u r v e y  w i l l  g i v e  u s  ( 1 )  a  
g r o u p  r o s t e r ,  ( 2 )  a i m s  and  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  t h e  
g r o u p ,  ( 3 )  a  c a t a l o g u e  o f  DBA t o o l  s  a v a i l  a b l e  
f r o m  o r  n e e d e d  by  ADABAS u s e r s ,  and  ( 4 )  
r e g i o n a l  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  he1 p  c o o r d i n a t e  t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  e x c h a n g e .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  DBA t o o l s  a n d  d i d  n o t  g e t  a  s u r v e y ,  p l e a s e  
c o n t a c t  me. 

By t h e  way, t h a n k s  t o  e v e r y o n e  f o r  a  r e a l l y  
g r e a t  c o n f e r e n c e .  

ADABOMP SIG 
T e d  L e v i n e  
Amdahl C o r p o r a t i  o n  
1 2 5 0  E a s t  A r q u e s  
S u n n y v a l e ,  C a l i f o r n i a  9 4 0 8 6  
4 0 8 - 7 5 6 - 7 5 3 8  

A l l  ADABOMP u s e r s  o r  p r o s p e c t i v e  u s e r s  - -  I f  
y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g  t h i s  S p e c i a l  
I n t e r e s t  Group ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me a t  t h e  
a b o v e  a d d r e s s  o r  p h o n e  number .  I n t r o d u c t o r y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  m a i l e d  t o  t h o s e  u s e r s  
who s i g n e d  up  a t  t h e  B o s t o n  C o n f e r e n c e  and  
c a n  b e  s e n t  t o  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  u s e r s .  M o r e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h i s  g r o u p  w i l l  b e  
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r .  
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ADAWEST (CALIFORNIA/NEVADA GROUP 1 
S a n d r a  L o u  S i l v a  
T e a l e  D a t a  C e n t e r  
S t a t e  o f  C a l  i f o r n i  a  
P.O. Box  1 6 0 2 4 7  
S a c r a m e n t o ,  CA 9 5 8 1 6  

The  A p r i l  2 1 s t  m e e t i n g  o f  ADAWEST 
( C a l  i f o r n i a / N e v a d a  U s e r s  G r o u p )  was h e 1  d  a t  
T e a l e  D a t a  C e n t e r .  T h e r e  w e r e  27  a t t e n d e e s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  f i v e  ADABAS i n s t a l  1  a t i o n s ,  
f o u r  p r o s p e c t i v e  u s e r s ,  a n d  
s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g. Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  u s e r s  t o  f i l l  o u t  a n d  r e t u r n  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  a  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  p r o f i l e  o f  e a c h  ADAWEST 
i n s t a l  1  a t i o n .  A  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  s e c u r i t y  
p r o c e d u r e s  i n  e a c h  i n s t a l  l a t i o n  was f o l l o w e d  
b y  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  new S e c u r i t y  b y  V a l u e  
f e a t u r e  i n  R e l e a s e  4.1. J i m  S e n e c h a l  o f  
M a t t e 1  C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  L a r r y  Rodda o f  T e a l  e  
D a t a  C e n t e r  g a v e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  on  t h e i r  
i n s t a l l a t i o n s '  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  
p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  t u n i n g  o f  ADABAS s y s t e m s .  

A f t e r  l u n c h ,  t h e  g r o u p  t o u r e d  t h e  c o m p u t e r  
f a c i l i t i e s  a t  T e a l e  D a t a  C e n t e r  a n d  v i e w e d  a  
s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  d a t a  c e n t e r  a n d  i t s  
f u n c t i o n s .  N e x t ,  S t e v e  C a r t e r  o f  
s  o  f t w  a  r e a  g  g a v e  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on 
ADABAS R e c o v e r y  a n d  R e s t a r t  f a c i  1  i t i e s  and  
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  A u t o m a t e d  R e c o v e r y  P r o c e d u r e s  
d e v e l o p e d  b y  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  
T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  b y  a  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  
u s e r s  o f  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  o f  
r e c o v e r y .  The l a s t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  was g i v e n  b y  
Bob  P r e g e r  o f  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  who 
d e s c r i b e d  some o f  t h e  u p c o m i n g  i t e m s  o f  
i n t e r e s t  c o m i n g  o u t  o  f 
s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  e . ,  R e l e a s e  4.1, 
ADACOM, m i s c e l l  a n e o u s  e n h a n c e m e n t s ,  e t c . )  . 
T h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  o f  ADAWEST was a t  t h e  B o s t o n  
U s e r s '  C o n f e r e n c e .  S a n d r a  S i l v a  o f  T e a l e  
D a t a  C e n t e r  was e l e c t e d  t h e  new R e g i o n a l  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  ADAGROUP. The n e x t  ADAWEST 
m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  J u l y  1 4 t h  a t  I n f o r m a t i o n  
H a n d l i n g  S e r v i c e s .  

WEST CENTRAL REGION 

C h a r l e s  R o l l s  
S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i g h w a y s  a n d  

Pub1 i c  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
3 8 t h  S t r e e t  & J a c k s o n  Avenue 
A u s t i n ,  T e x a s  7 8 7 0 1  
5 1 2 - 4 7 5 - 7 1 7 3  

T h e  n e x t  West  C e n t r a l  R e g i o n a l  M e e t i n g  w i l l  
t a k e  p l a c e  J u n e  29 a t  t h e  S h e l l  I n f o r m a t i o n  
C e n t e r ,  H o u s t o n ,  Texas .  The  a g e n d a  h a s  n o t  
y e t  b e e n  f i n a l i z e d .  However ,  t w o  o f  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  t o p i c s  c o n c e r n  : t h e  B o s t o n  
C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e t t i n g  up  
new r e g i o n s  w i t h  s m a l l e r  t e r r i t o r y .  T h i s  
g r o u p  w i l l  m e e t  on  a  q u a r t e r l y  b a s i s .  I f  y o u  
h a v e  a n y  i d e a s  f o r  t o p i c s  t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d  
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  C h a r 1  e s  R o l l  s.  

R e g i o n a l  News c o n t i n u e d  on  p a g e  1 1  
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ADAGROUP Regional News Among t h e  s u b j e c t s ,  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  w e r e  
b r o u g h t  u p  b y  u s e r s  and  
we r e p l i e d  t o  i m p r o v e  
t h e m  i n  c o - o p e r a t i o n  
w i t h  s o f t w a r e  ag  
o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  and  
D a r m s t a d t .  

c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0  

NEW YORK C I T Y I T R I - S T A T E  REGION 
I p (-3 ovlr~"' 

M i c h a e l  E. Berman 
INCO, L t d .  

c+'= "- 

One New Y o r k  P l a z a  P 
New Y o r k ,  New Y o r k  1 0 0 0 4  

a )  Zap e r r o r - - D u e  t o  
t h e  z a p  a p p l i c a t i o n  
e r r o r ,  t r o u b l e  
o c c u r r e d  a t  T o y o d a  
and  NKK. The Zap which 
s o f t w a r e  a g  
o f  t h e  F a r  E a s t  
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  s  o  f t- 
w  a  r e  a  g  Darm- 
s t a d t  was n o t  c o r -  
r e c t .  The  u s e r s  
s t r o n g l y  r e q u e s t e d  
t o  us  a  t h r o u g h  
c o n t r o l  o f  z a p s .  

The  New Y o r k  U s e r  Group  p l a n s  t o  c o n t i n u e  i t s  
r e g u l  a r  b i - m o n t h 1  y  ha1  f - d a y  m e e t i n g s .  The 
f i r s t  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d  J u l y  1 2 ,  1978 ,  a t  
P r e n t i c e - H a l l  , I n c . ,  E n g l e w o o d  C l  i f f s ,  NJ. 

I A t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  we w i l l  d i s c u s s  t o p i c s  f o r  
o u r  f u t u r e  m e e t i n g s .  A1 1  New Y o r k  
C i t y l T r i - S t a t e  u s e r s  a r e  we lcome t o  a t t e n d  our 
m e e t i n g s  and  we hope  t o  make t h i s  y e a r ' s  
m e e t i n g  e v e n  m o r e  p r o d u c t i v e  t h a n  1  a s t  
y e a r ' s .  

JAPAN, FAR EAST 

b )  NKK p o i n t e d  o u t  " T h e  
M a n u a l s  a r e  n o t  
c l e a r  i n  d e s c r i p t i o n .  
I t  s h o u l d  b e  c l e a r l y  
s t a t e d  w h a t  i s  p o s -  
s i b l e  and  w h a t  i s  n o t  
i n  t h e  ADABAS o p e r a -  
t i o n .  I t  m u s t  be 
a v o i d e d  b y  a1 1  means 
t h a t  e r r o r s  s h o u l d  
be f o u n d  o n l y  a f t e r  
t h e  t r o u b l e  has  
o c c u r r e d . "  I t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  i m p r o v e  
t h e  m a n u a l s  i n  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  
s o f t w a r e  a g  
Darmstadt and s  o  f t - 
w a r e  ? g  o  f 
N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  

The  T h i r d  JADAGROUP ( J a p a n e s e  ADABAS U s e r s '  
G r o u p )  C o n f e r e n c e  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  h e l d  on  
J u n e  2, 1 9 7 8  a t  S h e l l  S e k i y u  i n  T o k y o ,  who 
h o s t e d  t h e  m e e t i n g .  T h e r e  w e r e  3 0  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m  1 0  u s e r s  a n d  2  p r o s p e c t s ,  
w i t h  5 new u s e r s  j o i n e d  s i n c e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
m e e t i n g  l a s t  O c t o b e r .  The m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  
m e e t i n g  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

D a t e :  F r i d a y ,  J u n e  2, 1 9 7 8  

P l a c e :  C o n f e r e n c e  Room a t  S h e l l  
S e k i y u ,  T o k y o  

O p e n i n g  s p e e c h  b y  M r .  
M i k a m i ,  M a n a g e r  o f  S h e l l  
S e k i y u  

S p e e c h  b y  C h a i r m a n :  r e a d  
b y  Mr .  Kosuge  i n  p l  ace  
o f  Mr .  F u k a t s u  o f  T o y o d a  
A u t o m a t i c  Loom Works 

1 6 : 3 0  p.m. R e p o r t  on  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
ADAGROUP C o n f e r e n c e  a t  
B o s t o n  b y  Y .  I s h i i  o  f 
s o f t w a r e  a g  o f  
t h e  F a r  E a s t .  

1 1 : 1 5  a.m. S e l  f i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
u s e r s  a n d  p r o s p e c t s  

A w a r d i n g  t h e  ADAGROUP 
t r o p h y  t o  Mr .Kosuge  o f  
T o y o d a  i n  p l  ace  o f  Mr .  
F u k a t s u .  

R e p o r t  on  ADABASIPDP, 
ADAMINT, DATA DICTIONARY, 
ADABOMP, NATURAL a n d  
ADACOM. 

N o t e :  We g a v e  a  s e p a r a t e  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  V .  4 .1 ,  
ADAMINT, D a t a  D i c t i o n a r y  
ADABOMP, N a t u r a l  and  
ADACOM o n  J u n e  19 ,  1 9 7 8 .  

L u n c h  

P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  ADABAS 
a p p l  i c a t i o n s  a t  She1 1  
S e k i y u  b  Y M e s s r s .  
T a s h i r o  and  O h t a n i  

JADAGROUP b u s i n e s s  
m e e t i n g ,  C h a i r e d  b y  Mr .  
D a t e  o f  S h e l l  S e k i y u .  

D i s c u s s i o n  on  " D a t a  Base 
Management ' '  

The n e x t  m e e t i n g  i s  d e c i d e d  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  
O c t o b e r ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  N i p p o n  Kokan .  M r .  
S c h n e l l ' s  v i s i t  t o  J a p a n  i s  s c h e d u l e d  a r o u n d  
t h a t  t i m e ,  so  we w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d e c i d e  t h e  
d a t e  when he c a n  a t t e n d  t h e  m e e t i n g .  The 
d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  v i s i t  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  an 
e a r l y  o p p o r t u n i t y .  ( F u j i m o t o  i s  v i s i t i n g  Mr. 
S c h n e l l  i n  J u n e  t o  d i s c u s s  o v e r  h i s  v i s i t . )  

S u b j e c t s :  

1 )  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  

2 )  T e s t  D a t a  Base  
M a i n t e n a n c e I M a n a g e m e n t  

4 )  R o l e  o f  DBA R e g i o n a l  News c o n t i n u e d  on p a g e  12  
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NORTHWEST REGION 
Rob Macmi l l  an ( A D A G R O U P  P r e s i d e n t )  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A n a l y t i c a l  S t u d i e s  
Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y  
B u r n a b y ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia  V5A 1 5 6  
Canada  
6 0 4 - 2 9 1 - 4 8 9 8  

The  l a s t  r e g i o n a l  m e e t i n g  f o r  1 9 7 7 -  
h e l d  i n  O l y m p i a ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  on Marc 
1 9 7 8 .  J o e  Coogan c o  
w h i c h  was  b e t t e r  a t t e n d e d  t h a n  a n y  p r e v i o u s  
n o r t h w e s t  s e s s i o n .  J o e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  
c o n f e r e n c e  p r o g r a m  o f  e x t r e m e l y  h i g h  qua1  i t y .  
F o u r  s p e a k e r s  a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  w e r e  l a t e r  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a g e n d a  f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C o n f e r e n c e  i n  B o s t o n .  

J o n  Hudson ,  King C o u n t y  S y s t e m s  S e r v i c e s ,  
p r e s e n t e d  a  s y s t e m  he had d e v e l o p e d  t o  
a n a l y z e  t e r m i n a l  r e s p o n s e  t i m e  u s i n q  
A D A S C R I P T  . Tom Brown and  C l a y  B u r r o w s  s p o k e  
on t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  Network a n d  
some o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  t e c h n i q u e s  t h e y  h a v e  
d e v e l o p e d  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  1 a r g e  ADABAS f i l e s .  
Doug H a r t  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  p o p u l a r  t o p i c  o f  MPM 
r e s t a r t  and  r e c o v e r y .  The work d o n e  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  by t h e  ~ d m i n i s t i a t o r  f o r  t h e  C o u r t s  may I 
b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  u s e r s  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
R e s t a r t / R e c o v e r y  p r o b l e m .  G e o r g e  Gos l  i n e  
r e 1  a t e d  t h e  C o m - ~ l  e t e  s t o r y  a t  S e a t t l e  Pub1 i c  
S c h o o l s  and  M S P ,  1nc: g a v e  a  b r i e f  
i  n t r o d u c  t i  on t o  t h e i r  D a t a  
D i  c t i o n a r y l D i  r e c t o r y  D a t a m a n a g e r .  

The  N o r t h w e s t  g r o u p  h a s  come a  l o n g  way i n  
t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  We h a v e  an i n t e r e s t i n g  mix o f  
u s e r s  - e x p e r i e n c e d  and  new,  1 a r g e  and  s m a l l .  
S h a r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  s u c c e s s e s ,  a n d  f a i  1  u r e s  
h a s  become a  v a l u a b l e  e x e r c i s e  i n  r e g i o n a l  
m e e t i n g s .  

I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a  y e a r  o f  u s e f u l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  e x c h a n g e  and  i n c r e a s e d  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  A D A G R O U P  S I G ' s  a t  t h e  
r e g i o n a l  1  e v e 1  . 
We m e e t  n e x t  on S e p t e m b e r  8 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  i n  
01 y m p i a ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  

HAWAII REGION 
Ken Koj ima 
H o n o l u l u  F e d e r a l  S a v i n g s  a n d  Loan 
P .  0 .  Box 539  
H o n o l u l u ,  Hawaii  9 6 8 0 9  
8 0 8 - 5 4 6 - 5 0 4 9  

& 
R o g e r  Angel1  
Management  S y s t e m s  O f f i c e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Hawaii  
2425  Campus Road 
H o n o l u l u ,  Hawaii  9 6 8 2 2  
8 0 8 - 9 4 8 - 8 3 4 6  

T h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  s c h e d u l e d  i n  t h e  
n e a r  f u t u r e .  We w i l l  l e t  t h e  c u r r e n t  members  
know o f  t h e  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  when t h i s  m e e t i n g  
i s  f i n i a l i z e d .  I f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n a l  g r o u p  b u t  a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  o n e  o f  
us a t  t h e  numbers  l i s t e d  a b o v e .  

R e g i o n a l  News c o n t i n u e d  on p a g e  1 3  
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EAST COAST REGION 

Bob Cole  
Na t iona l  Educa t ion  A s s o c i a t i o n  
1201 1 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  N . W .  
Washington,  DC 20036 

E a s t  C o a s t  Regional  Meeting # 4 ,  
May 16-19,  1978 

The f o u r t h  E a s t  C o a s t  Regional  Meeting wa: 
h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  5 t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Use r s  
Confe rence  i n  Boston.  The f i r s t  s e s s i o n  was 
h e l d  p r i o r  t o  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  Bob C o l e ,  
Regional  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  summari zed t h e  
E x e c u t i v e  Committee mee t ing  f o r  t h e  members. 
A d d i t i o n a l  s e s s i o n s  were h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  
Confe rence .  The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  some 
high1 i g h t s :  t h e  n e x t  Regional  Meet ing w i l l  
be h e l d  September  1 3  a t  N E A  - agenda 
f o r t h c o m i n g ;  d i s c u s s i o n s  on v a r i o u s  t e c h n i c a l  
problems t o  be b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
o f  s o f t w a r e  a g ;  Bob Cole  
r e q u e s t e d  s  o  f  t w a  r e  a  g  t o  n o t i f y  
him of t h e  new u s e r s  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n .  

EAST C E N T R A L  REGION I Mr. Dan Skwarcan ( R e g i o n a l  Repres>, n t a t i v e )  
A s s o c i a t e s  C o r p o r a t i o n  of North A t e r i c a  
1720 Ruskin  S t r e e t  
Sou th  Bend, I n d i a n a  46604 
219-288-9141 

On  March 27,  1978 ,  an ADABAS U s e r s '  
was h e l d  f o r  a l l  members of  t h e  E a s t  
U.S. Region.  The mee t ing  was h e l d  
Donnel ley  & Sons i n  Ch icago ,  I l l i n o i s  

meet i  ng 
C e n t r a l  
a t  R . R .  

The mee t ing  began w i t h  a  g e t - a c q u a i n t e d  hour 
f o l l o w e d  by i n t r o d u c t o r y  comments by Dan 
Skwarcan from t h e  A s s o c i a t e s .  

The f i r s t  t o p i c  of d i s c u s s i o n  was ADABAS 
v e r s i o n  4  by J a n e  Weinkauf 
of  s  o  f  t w a  r  e  a  g .  J a n e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
v e r s i o n  4 s c h e d u l e  and enhancements .  

Dan Skwarcan of t h e  A s s o c i a t e s  l e d  
d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  T e c h n i c a l  Data 
Base Admini s t r a t i o n .  I t ems  such a s  S o f t w a r e  
and Data Base m a i n t e n a n c e ,  m o n i t o r i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s  and r e p o r t i n g  were d i s c u s s e d .  

Tom Magel t h e  A s s o c i a t e s  Data A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
p r e s e n t e d  t h e  A s s o c i a t e s  Data A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
p l a n .  

ADASCRIPT+ a s  a  m a r k e t i n g  t o o l  a t  R . R .  
Donne l l ey  & Sons was p r e s e n t e d  by Cindy 
Kozak. 

Rick Saindon of  Munsingwear,  I n c .  p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  DOS/VS H y p e r v i s o r .  The H y p e r v i s o r ,  a  
mini s u p e r v i s o r  of s o r t s ,  p r o v i d e s  t h e  DOS 
u s e r  w i t h  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  r u n n i n g  CICS and 
ADABAS/MPM from t h e  same p a r t i  t i  on. 

R e s t a r t  r e c o v e r y  and u t i  1 i  t y  problems were 
t h e  s u b j e c t  of  an open u s e r  forum. 

J i m  Vi l a r d o  of R & R  Donne1 l e y  p r e s e n t e d  an 
approach  t o  r e s t a r t  r e c o v e r y  i n  ADAMINT. Jim 

would be p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  t h o u g h t s  and i d e a s  i n  
t h e  a r e a  of  ADAMINT a t  t h e  Boston Confe rence .  

The 1  a s t  i  tem di  s c u s s e d  was 
Change/Enhancements .  Regional  members were 
encouraged  t o  send i n  Change/Enhancement 
r e q u e s t s  whenever an a r e a  f o r  improvement o r  
an i d e a  becomes e v i d e n t .  

C l o s i n g  r emarks  were g i v e n  by Dan Skwarcan.  
The n e x t  E a s t  C e n t r a l  Regional  mee t ing  was 
s e t  f o r  J u l y  25,  1978 i n  Kansas C i t y ,  
M i s s o u r i .  

+ + +  

The E a s t  C e n t r a l  U s e r s  Group p l a n s  t o  c o n d u c t  
t h r e e  m e e t i n g s  t h i s  y e a r .  Our f i r s t  mee t ing  
w i l l  be h e l d  J u l y  25, 1978,  i n  Kansas C i t y .  
The second  and t h i r d  m e e t i n g s  a r e  t e n t a t i v e l y  
p lanned  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t s  of  November 1978 
and March 1979,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Meet ing f o r m a t  
i s  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  form of p r e s e n t a t i o n s  
f o l l o w e d  by open d i s c u s s i o n .  

The E a s t  C e n t r a l  Region h a s  a  heavy 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  DOS and OS u s e r s .  In l i n e  
w i t h  t h i s ,  r e g i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  
t i m e  s l o t  f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  of  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  DOS u s e r s  and s i m i l a r l y  
f o r  OS u s e r s .  During t h e s e  t i m e  s l o t s ,  t h e  
E a s t  C e n t r a l  u s e r s  w i l l  d i v i d e  i n t o  DOS and 
OS subgroups .  

EASTERN C A N A D A  A N D  U P P E R  N E W  Y O R K  STATE 
Bob T a y l o r  
I .  & C .  S. 
S h e l l  Canada,  L t d .  
505 U n i v e r s i t y  Avenue 
T o r o n t o ,  O n t a r i o  M1E 2H2 
Canada 
416-597-7073 

The n e x t  m e e t i n g  of t h i s  g roup  i s  s c h e d u l e d  
t o  be h e l d  on t h e  1 2 t h  o f  Sep tember ,  1978. 
T h i s  m e e t i n g  w i l l  be h e l d  i n  Ottawa and w i l l  
be h o s t e d  by t h e  Government of  Canada,  
M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r y ,  T rade  and Commerce. As 
a g r e e d  a t  o u r  1  a s t  m e e t i n g ,  we w i l l  have a  
work s e s s i o n  on 'The  Role of  O p e r a t i o n s  and 
t h e  D B A  i n  R e c o v e r y ' .  Each i n s t a l l a t i o n  i s  
reminded t o  come p r e p a r e d  t o  a c t i v e l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  t o p i c .  Systems House 
L i m i t e d  has a1 so  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  t a l k  on t h e  
J u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  DBMS. P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  Bob 
T a y l o r ,  She1 1  Canada L imi ted  ( 4 1 6 )  597-7073,  
f o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

MISPRINT 

A m i s p r i n t  was found i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  b r o c h u r e  
r e c e n t 1  y  s e n t  tx a1 1  u s e r s  
by s o f t w a r e  a g .  The ADABAS 
I n t e r n a l  s  C l a s s  i s  NOT a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  
Design C l a s s .  Pl e a s e  d i s r e g a r d  t h a t  
s t a t e m e n t  and p lan  t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  Design 
C l a s s  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  
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Education Offerings 

As p r o m i s e d  i n  t h e  M a r c h  n e w s l e t t e r ,  
s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g ' s  ADABAS t r a i n i n g  s t a f f  
has i m p l e m e n t e d  s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n s  t o  i t s  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s .  The D a t a  Base 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c l a s s ,  f i r s t  o f f e r e d  i n  A p r i l ,  
a l r e a d y  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  f o u r  t i m e s ,  a s  
b o t h  a  p u b l i c  and  an i n - h o u s e  c l a s s .  
s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  
e a r l y  a t t e n d e e s  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  f o r  t h e i r  
he1 p f u l  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  As 
n o t e d  i n  t h e  new ADABAS t r a i n i n g  c a t a l o g u e ,  
two  new c o u r s e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
Summer/Fal  1  1978  pub1  i c  t r a i n i n g  sc h e d u l  e. 
The ADABAS D e s i g n  c o u r s e ,  a  o n e  d a y  d a t a  b a s e  
d e s i g n  w o r k s h o p ,  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t w i c e :  on  
A u g u s t  2 9 t h  i n  New Y o r k ,  a n d  on O c t o b e r  2 6 t h ,  
i n  L o s  A n g e l e s .  Usage o f  ADACOM, t h e  new 
ADABAS r e p o r t  w r i t e r ,  w i l l  b e  t a u g h t  a t  a  one  
day c l a s s  o n  A u g u s t  2 8 t h  i n  New Y o r k ,  O c t o b e r  
2 5 t h  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  and  December 1 5 t h  i n  
H o u s t o n .  A  d e t a i l e d  c o u r s e  o u t l i n e  f o r  
ADACOM Usage i s  p r e s e n t e d  be1 ow. As w i t h  a l l  
ADABAS t r a i n i n g ,  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  w i l l  
b e  happy  t o  b r i n g  ADACOM a n d  ADABAS d e s i g n  
t r a i n i n g  i n - h o u s e  t o  y o u r  i n s t a l  1  a t i o n .  

As t h e  demand f r o m  u s e r s  f o r  
s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g ' s  t r a i n i n g  s e r v i c e s  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  e x p a n d ,  we n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  
f o u n d  o u r s e l v e s  s c h e d u l i n g  c l a s s e s  f u r t h e r  i n  
a d v a n c e .  We e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  p l a n  w e l l  a h e a d  
and n o t i f y  u s  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  o f  a n y  
f u t u r e  n e e d  f o r  t r a i n i n g  s u p p o r t .  

u s a g e .  A d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l  i s  p r e s e n t e d  on  t h e  
u s e  o f  p a r e n t h e s e s ,  s t a t e m e n t  e v a l u a t i o n ,  
p e r i o d i c  g r o u p s ,  a n d  mu1 t i p 1  e - v a l  u e  f i e l  d s .  
L o o p  p r o c e s s i n g  i s  e x p l a i n e d  i n  d e t a i l .  T h i s  
i s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  m u l t i - f i l e  
p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  c o u p 1  e d  f i l  e  s e a r c h e s .  
S p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  i s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  o u t p u t  
s t a t e m e n t s  so t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m m e r  w i l l  
u n d e r s t a n d  how t o  f u l l y  c o n t r o l  r e p o r t  
f o r m a t t i n g  s i n c e  c a l l  s t a t e m e n t s  a1 l o w  f o r  
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  non-ADABAS f i l e  
p r o c e s s i n g  a s  w e l l  as  s p e c i a l  u s e r  f u n c t i o n s .  
The p r o g r a m m e r  i s  t a u g h t  how t o  w r i t e  a n d  
i n v o k e  s u b r o u t i n e s .  The a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n  
a1 so  c o n c l u d e s  w i  t h  a  w o r k s h o p .  

COURSE OUTLINE 

M o r n i n g  S e s s i o n  

CONCEPTS 

R e p o r t  r e q u e s t  c o m p o n e n t s  
R e c o r d  s e l e c t i o n  
O u t p u t  
P o s t  s e l e c t i o n  
C o n t r o l  
C o n d i t i o n s  
A r i t h m e t i c  

R e p o r t  r e q u e s t  1  o g i c  

STATEMENT FLOW - NUMBERING 

S e q u e n t i  a1 L o o p  p r o c e s s i n g  

SYNTAX 

ADACOM USAGE 
1 Day 

ADACOM i s  a  r e p o r t  w r i t i n g  1  anguage  d e s i g n e d  
f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m m e r  and  t h e  n o n - d a t a  
p r o c e s s i n g  e n d - u s e r .  The ADACOM c l a s s  i s  
s t r u c t u r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  b o t h  
g r o u p s .  The m o r n i n g  s e s s i o n  i s  o r i e n t e d  
t o w a r d  1  e a r n i n g  g e n e r a l  s y n t a x  and  p r o d u c i n g  
s imp1 e  r e p o r t s .  D u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
s e s s i o n ,  ADACOM's b a s i c  f e a t u r e s  a r e  e x p a n d e d  
upon  t o  a l l o w  t h e  p r o g r a m m e r  t o  g e n e r a t e  m o r e  
d e t a i l  e d  r e p o r t s .  

The m o r n i n g  c l a s s  b e g i n s  w i t h  an  o v e r v i e w  o f  
ADACOM a s  a  r e p o r t  w r i t i n g  t o o l .  G e n e r a l  
r e p o r t  r e q u e s t  l o g i c  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a l o n g  w i t h  
s t a t e m e n t  f l o w  a n d  l o o p  p r o c e s s i n g .  E a c h  
u s e r  1  e a r n s  t h e  f o l l  o w i n g  1  a n g u a g e  s y n t a x :  
s t a t e m e n t s ,  n a m e s - v a r i a b l e s ,  f i l e s ,  f i e l  d s ,  
k e y w o r d s .  

S t a t e m e n t s  a r e  c a t e g o r i z e d  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  i n  
s i x  g r o u p s :  r e c o r d  s e l e c t i o n ,  o u t p u t ,  
p o s t - s e l  e c t i o n ,  c o n t r o l ,  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and  
a r i t h m e t i c .  

The m o r n i n g  c l a s s  p r e s e n t s  an e n d - u s e r  
o r i e n t e d  s u b s e t  o f  ADACOM s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  i s  
r e i n f o r c e d  w i t h  a  w o r k s h o p .  

The a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n  e x p a n d s  upon  t h e  
m o r n i n g  s e s s i o n ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  an  e x p l  a n a t i o n  
o f  s y s t e m  f u n c t i o n s ,  c o n s t a n t s ,  a n d  s u b s c r i p t  
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Command and  s t a t e m e n t s  s y n t a x  
Names - v a r i a b l e s  

- f i l e s  
- f i e l d s  
- k e y w o r d s  

S y s t e m  d e f a u l t s  

USER STATEMENTS SUBSET 

F i n d  ... w i t h  ... 
S e a r c h  c r i t e r i a  
B r o w s e  ( p h y s i c a l / l o g i c a l  ) 
S o r t  
D i  s p l  ay  
A r i t h m e t i c  s t a t e m e n t s  
A t  s t a t e m e n t s  

WORKSHOP 

A f t e r n o o n  S e s s i o n  

F I L E  DEFINIT ION 
SYSTEM FUNCTIONS 
MULTIPLE-VALUE FIELDS/PERIODIC GROUPS 
RECORD SELECTION 

S o r t  
Coup1 e d  f i 1  e s  
D e t a i  1 e d  l o g i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

CONTROL STATEMENTS 

Do ... Doend 
L i m i t  

E d u c a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  on  page  15 



Education Offerings 
E d u c a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 4  

LOOP PROCESSING 

L o o p  
F i  n d / B r o w s e  . . . Di  s p l  ay 
A t  c l a u s e s  

OUTPUT FORMATTING 

F o r m a t  o p t i o n s  
D i s p l a y  ( S p a c i n g  C o n t r o l  & L i n e  A d v a n c e )  
W r i t e  
Newpage, E j e c t ,  S k i p  

CONDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

A t  b r e a k  
A t  s t a r t  
A t  c l  ause  s t a t e m e n t s  

ARITHMETIC STATEMENTS 
EXECUTION CONTROL STATEMENTS 
SUBROUTINES - -  CALL STATEMENTS 
WORKSHOP 

Pub1 i c  T r a i n i n g  S c h e d u l e  

J u l y  - S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 8  

C l a s s  : " U s i n g  ADABAS" 

D e n v e r  - J u l y  1 7 - 1 9  - H i l t o n  
O t t a w a  - Aug. 1 4 - 1 9  - S h e r a t o n  E l  

N i  r a d o r  

C l a s s  : "ADABAS I n t e r n a l s "  

D e n v e r  - J u l y  2 4 - 2 5  - S h e r a t o n  
A i r p o r t  

O t t a w a  - Aug. 1 7 - 1 8  - S h e r a t o n  E l  
M i  r a d o r  

C l a s s :  " D a t a  Base A d m i n i  s t r a t i  on"  

W a s h i n g t o n  DC - S e p t .  1 4 - 1 5  - 
S h e r a t o n  N a t l .  

C l a s s  : "ADACOM" 

New Y o r k  - Aug. 25  - S h e r a t o n  S t .  
Reg i s  

C l a s s :  " D a t a  Base D e s i g n "  

New Y o r k  - Aug. 29 - S h e r a t o n  S t .  
R e g i s  

C l a s s :  "ADAGRITER" 

D e n v e r  - J u l y  2 0  - H i l t o n  

As a l w a y s ,  s o  f t w a  r e  a  g i s  h a p p y  t o  
t a l k  w i t h  u s e r s  a b o u t  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  
t r a i n i n g  needs .  A t  any t i m e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  
c o n t a c t  u s  i n  R e s t o n  a t  7 0 3 - 8 6 0 - 5 0 5 0 .  

ADANEWS 

USER QUESTIONNAIRE 

F r a n k  F. Kowa l  k o w s k i  
A.T. K e a r n e y ,  I n c .  
Management  C o n s u l t a n t s  
1 0 0  S o u t h  Wacker  D r i v e  
C h i c a g o ,  I 1  l n o i  s  6 0 6 0 6  
3 1 2 - 7 8 2 - 2 8 6 8  

A1 1 o f  y o u  a r e  i n  some way i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  
a d m i n i  s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d a t a  r e s o u r c e  w i t h i n  
y o u r  company.  A. T. K e a r n e y ,  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  s o  f t w a  r e  a g ,  i s  
c o n d u c t i n g  a  s u r v e y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two  p a r t s ,  
t e c h n i c a l  and  m a n a g e r i a l ,  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  
c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  d a t a  b a s e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

A  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  t o  o b t a i n  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  a  m i n i m u m  e f f o r t  on  y o u r  
p a r t .  I f  y o u  c o u l d  a s s i s t  u s  b y  f i l l i n g  o u t  
a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a n d  h a v e  n o t  a l r e a d y  done  so, 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me a t  t h e  a d d r e s s  b e l o w .  

The  u s e  o f  y o u r  name a n d  company i s  o p t i o n a l  
a s  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a s  t o  
s o u r c e .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  a s s i s t  i n  
a  f u r t h e r  i n d e p t h  e f f o r t ,  p l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  so 
a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a n d  p r o v i d e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  so we may c o n t a c t  y o u .  

The  f u l l  s t u d y  w i l l  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  t h e  
f i r s t  week o f  S e p t e m b e r  and  I w o u l d  b e  
p l e a s e d  t o  s e n d  y o u  a  c o p y .  

H a r d w a r e :  

S o f t w a r e :  

ADABAS 
PDP-11 VERSION 

GENERAL SPEC I F  ICATIONS 

PDP-11, 3 4  t h r o u g h  7 0  

RSX-11 a n d  I A S  O p e r a t i n g  
S y s t e m s  

M a j o r  F e a t u r e s :  * 1 0 0 %  D a t a  D i c t i o n a r y  
D r i v e n  

* O n l i n e  Adhoc Q u e r y  
L a n g u a g e ,  ( s u b s e t  o f  
NATURAL) 

* S u p p o r t s  P r o g r a m s  i n  
BASIC, COBOL, ASSEMBLER & 
FORTRAN 

* C o n v e r s a t i o n a l  
T e l e p r o c e s s i n g  

* Warm S t a r t  
* R o l l  F o r w a r d  R e c o v e r y  
* F u l l y  R e e n t r a n t  a n d  

Mu1 t i  - t h r e a d  
* P r i o r i t y  D i  s p a t c h e d  
* F u t u r e  R e l e a s e s  W11 

S u p p o r t  B a c k e n d  P r o c e s s i n g  
a n d  D i  s t r i b u t e d  P r o c e s s i n g  

A v a i l a b i l i t y :  * O f f i c i a l  R e l e a s e  S c h e d u l e d  
f o r  J a n u a r y  1979  

* C u r r e n t l y  i n  A1 pha  T e s t i n g  
* I n t r o d u c t o r y  P r i c e ,  

$ 4 0 , 0 0 0  
* Mu1 t i p 1  e  I n s t a l  1  a t i o n  

D i  s c o u n t  A v a i l  a b l e  Upon 
R e q u e s t  



More ADANEWS 

WEBSTER LEAVING s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  

P e t e  W e b s t e r  who i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  s  o  f t - 
w a r e  a  g  l i a i s o n  t o  ADAGROUP w i l l  be 
l e a v i n g  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a g  J u l y  31,  1 9 7 8 .  
P e t e  has a c c e p t e d  a  p o s i t ~ o n  w i t h  A m e r i c a n  
Management Sys tems as  a  S e n i o r  T e c h n i c a l  
C o n s u l t a n t .  A l l  o f  us  a t  s  o  f t w  a  r e  ag 
w i s h  P e t e  e v e r y  s u c c e s s  i n  h i s  new p o s i t i o n .  

E f f e c t i v e  i m m e d i a t e l y  I am a p p o i n t i n g  S t e v e  
G r e a v e s  as  t h e  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a g  l i a i s o n  
t o  ADAGROUP a n d  c o - e d i t o r  t o  t h e  ADABAS 
N e w s l e t t e r .  P r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  s  o  f t w a r e  
a  g S t e v e  was a  u s e r  o f  b o t h  C o r n - p l e t e  a n d  
ADABAS a n d  was a c t i v e  i n  ADAGROUP. S t e v e  
j o i n e d  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  
i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 8  and  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
"co rn -p l  e t e  s u c c e s s "  o f  t h e  F i r s t  I n t e r n a t i  on -  
a1 C o m - p l e t e  U s e r s '  C o n f e r e n c e .  S t e v e ' s  
t e c h n i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  s y s t e m s  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  Com-plete/ADABAS a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  w r i t i n g  
and  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  b a c k g r o u n d  s h o u l d  p rov ide  
a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  b o t h  t h e  News- 
l e t t e r  a n d  f u t u r e  ADABAS u s e r s '  c o n f e r e n c e s .  

K e n n e t h  D .  R a r d i n  
S e n i o r  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  

TIDBYTE 

W h i l e  p r o w l i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t u d e n t  s t o r e  a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h  D a k o t a ,  
C h r i s  W o o l d r i d g e  o f  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  
d i s c o v e r e d  a  s w e a t  s h i r t  w i t h  t h e  USD 
i n s i g n i a  o n  t h e  u p p e r  l e f t  f r o n t  a n d  ADABAS 
i n  b o l d  l e t t e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  b a c k .  J o h n  
M a g u i r e  w o r e  i t  t o  t h e  B o s t o n  U s e r s '  
C o n f e r e n c e  m a r k e t i n g  m e e t i n g s .  

The  w o r d  ADABAS k e e p s  p o p p i n g  up  i n  s t r a n g e  
ways  i n  u n u s u a l  p l a c e s .  I f  y o u  h e a r  o f  a  new 
u s e ,  p l e a s e  d r o p  u s  a  n o t e .  

SPACE AGE NEWS 

The N e w s l e t t e r  t h i s  m o n t h  i s  b r o u g h t  t o  y o u  
v i a  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  C o m - p l e t e  a n d  T e x t  
360.  The a r t i c l e s  w e r e  e n t e r e d  u s i n g  t h e  
Com-pl  e t e  s o u r c e  e d i t o r  a n d  pub1  i s h e d  u s i n g  
T e x t  360.  T h i s  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  
t e r m i  n a l  s  a n d  p r i n t e r s  a t  
s o  f t w a  r e  a g  i n  R e s t o n ,  VA. T h i s  
m e t h o d  w o r k s  so  w e l l  we p l a n  t o  c o n t i n u e  
u s i n g  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  i t .  Y o u r  comments on  o u r  
f a c e  l i f t  a r e  a l w a y s  we lcome.  

FREEBIES (software for the asking) 

F r e e b i e s  i s  y o u r  way t o  l e t  o t h e r  ADABAS 
u s e r s  know w h a t  i t e m s  a r e  WANTED b y  y o u r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  AVAILABLE f r o m  y o u r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  F r e e b i e s  c a n  o n l y  b e  u s e d  t o  
l i s t  i t e m s  t h a t  a r e  f r e e  o r  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a  
n o m i n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c h a r g e .  

s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  
I n c . ,  h a s  a g r e e d  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  AVAILABLE 
i t e m s  p r o v i d e d  t o  them f o r  a  h a n d l i n g  c h a r g e  
o f  $10 .00 .  These  i tems a r e  i n  no way 
e n d o r s e d ,  s u p p o r t e d ,  o r  m a i n t a i n e d  
b y  s o f t w a r e  a g .  

WANTED AVAILABLE 

W a s h i n g t o n  Pub1 i c  Power S u p p l y  Sys tem 
(WPPSS) i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  M a t e r i a l s  
Management  S y s t e m  (MMS) t h a t  h a s  b e e n  
d e v e l o p e d  a r o u n d  ADABAS. The m a j o r  
c o m p o n e n t s  o f  MMS, a s  we h a v e  d e f i n e d  i t ,  
a r e  t h e  I n v e n t o r y  C o n t r o l ,  P u r c h a s i n g ,  and  
A c c o u n t s  P a y a b l e  s u b s y s t e m s .  The s y s t e m  
s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  an o n l i n e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  
b o t h  t r a n s a c t i o n  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  i n q u i r y  
s t a t u s .  The d a t a  b a s e  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  
i n t e r f a c e  w i t h  E n g i n e e r i n g  and  A c c o u n t i n g  
t o  p r o v i d e  m a t e r i a l s  r e q u i r e m e n t  s t a t u s  and  
i n v e n t o r y  a c c o u n t i n g .  

WPPSS u s e s  t h e  s t a t e  c o m p u t e r  f a c i l i t y  a t  
O l y m p i a ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  v i a  a  D a t a  100 RJE and  
3210  c o m p a t i b l e  t e r m i n a l  s. O l y m p i a  h a s  an 
IBM 3 7 0 / 1 5 8  OS/MVT/JES2 w i t h  ADABAS a n d  
INTERCOMM. 

I f  y o u  h a v e  a  s i m i l a r  a p p l  i c a t i o n  o r  a r e  
a w a r e  o f  o n e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  

J o h n  D. Thompson 
WPPSS 
3 0 0 0  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  Way 
R i c h 1  and ,  W a s h i n g t o n  9 9 3 5 2  
A t t n :  M a t e r i a l  C o n t r o l  
5 0 9 - 3 7 5 - 5 6 9 9  
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LOADERO, DBSCAN ( D a t a  Base S c a n ) ,  and  
R e l a t e d  S u p p o r t i n g  S o f t w a r e  

LOADERO i s  a  p r o g r a m  t h a t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
c r e a t e s  a c c u r a t e  c o n t r o l  c a r d s  n e e d e d  f o r  
ADALD1. Use o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  c a n  r e d u c e  
d e c k  s e t u p  t i m e  f o r  f i l e  l o a d s  ( a n d  
r e l o a d s )  by  a s  much a s  90%. DBSCAN i s  a  
p r o g r a m  t h a t ,  w i t h o u t  human i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  
d e t e r m i n e s  ( b a s e d  upon  t h e  number o f  
e x t e n t s )  w h i c h  f i l e s  a r e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  
r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  s p a c e  a n d  c r e a t e s  JCL t o  
r e l o a d  t h o s e  f i l e s .  

T h i s  s o f t w a r e  ( w h i c h  was d e s c r i b e d  a t  t h e  
U s e r s '  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  B o s t o n )  i s  a p p l  i c a b l e  
o n l y  t o  OS i n s t a l l a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  t h e  P L / I  
o p t i m i z i n g  c o m p i l e r .  A  DOS v e r s i o n  i s  
b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d .  

C o n t r i b u t e d  b y :  
Thomas W. D u r k i n  
I n c o  L t d .  
One New Y o r k  P l a z a  
New Y o r k ,  N Y  1 0 0 0 4  

The  s o f t w a r e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  d o c u m e n t e d  
and  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
f r o m  s o f t w a r e  a g .  
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S u c c e s s f u l !  There  a r e  a  l o t  of  d e f i n i t i o n s  
of  t h a t  word and most  of them can be a p p l i e ?  
t o  d e s c r i b e  o u r  F i r s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Use r s  
Confe rence .  I t  was t r u l y  g r e a t  t o  be a b l e  t o  
meet s o  many o f  you i n  Boston.  Al though we 
were outnumbered t h r e e  t o  one 
by s o f t w a r e  a g  p e o p l e ,  o u r  
p r e s e n c e  was n o t i c e d  a s  i t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  
be.  A s p e c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  needs  t o  be g i v e n  
S t e v e  Greaves  and Barba ra  Fu tch  f o r  t h e  
t remendous  e f f o r t s  t h e y  made t o  a s s u r e  t h e  
s u c c e s s  o f  o u r  c o n f e r e n c e .  

T h i s  n e x t  y e a r  o f f e r s  many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
each  o f  us t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  
growth and development  of  o u r  g roup .  Thanks 
t o  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of A D A G R O U P  we have a  
proven v e h i c l e  by which o u r  
change lenhancement  wi shes  can be e x p r e s s e d  
a n d r e p l i e d  t o b y  s o f t w a r e  a g .  All  
of  us can and s h o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h l s  ve ry  
i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  o u r  pu rpose .  We w i l l  be 
h e a r i n g  more a b o u t  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  and s c h e d u l e  
a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e  from Don S i c k l e ,  o u r  
Change/Enhancement SIG Chairman. 

The u s e r s  of Com-ple te ,  s  o  f  t w a  r e  a g ' s  
t e l e p r o c e s s i n g  s y s t e m ,  met i n  Bos ton ,  Ray 
15-16 and e s t a b l i s h e d  a  fo rma l  u s e r s '  o rgan-  
i z a t i o n .  Roy Decker ,  Manager of T e c h n i c a l  .. .~ 

S u p p o r t  f o r  Foremost  ~ n s u r a n c e  Company, was 
e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  u s e r s  arouD f o r  t h e  - - - ~ -  

coming y e a r .  

The Fwo-day F i r s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Com-pl e t e  
Use r s  C o n f e r e n c e  a t t r a c t e d  98 c o n f e r e e s  from 
a  dozen c o u n t r i e s .  The c o n f e r e e s  s h a r e d  
e x p e r i e n c e s  and i d e a s  t h r o u g h  formal  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  and i n f o r m a l  m e e t i n g s .  

The program i n c l u d e d  formal  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  by 
John N o r r i s  Maguire ,  s  o  f  t w a  r e  a g  
P r e s i d e n t ,  and Kenneth D .  R a r d i n ,  S e n i o r  
Vi c e - P r e s i d e n t ,  on f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n s  
of s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g  an,d Com-plete.  Two 
s e s s i o n s  were d e v o t e d  t o  u s e r s '  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  
where t h e y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  . -  - 
Com-ple te  and  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  r e p l a c e m e n t  and 
c o n v e r s i o n  from o t h e r  s y s t e m s  such  a s  
INTERCOMM, ROSCOE, TSO and homegrown s y s t e m s .  

T e c h n i c a l  s e s s i o n s  i n c l u d e d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  on 
f e a t u r e s  i n  Com-pl e t e ' s  n e x t  re1  e a s e ,  
Com-pl e t e ' s  mapping s u p p o r t ,  and Com-pl e t e ' s  
s e c u r i t y  and a c c o u n t i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  Time was 
a l s o  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  of  c h a n g e s  and 
enhancements  t o  Com-pl e t e .  

In a d d i t i o n  t o  D e c k e r ' s  e l e c t i o n  a s  
P r e s i d e n t ,  an E x e u c t i v e  Commi t t e e  was 
s e l e c t e d  compr i sed  o f  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  group 
cha i rmen .  The E x e c u t i v e  Committee f o r  t h e  
coming y e a r  i s :  Change and Enhancement,  Don 
S i c k l e ,  North American L i f e  Assurance ;  
S e c u r i t y  and Accoun t ing ,  J a c k  Plowman, Evans 
P r o d u c t s ;  U t i l i t i e s ,  J e f f  Chroman, C i t y  
N a t i o n a l  Bank; Pe r fo rmance ,  Tom Sl o g g e t t ,  Dow 
Chemical ; and S p e c i a l  F e a t u r e s ,  Gord ie  
Cochrane ,  R . T .  F rench .  A1 an R o u t h i e r ,  
Sac ramen to  Coun ty ,  wi 11 be t h e  C o o r d i n a t i n g  
E d i t o r  f o r  t h e  Com-pl e t e  q u a r t e r l y  
n e w s l e t t e r .  

The u s e r s '  group w i l l  ho ld  i t s  Second 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Confe rence  i n  San Diego i n  t h e  
S p r i n g  o f  1979. 
- - 

m y s e l f .  A t  o u r  n e x t  c o n f e r e n c e  we s h o u l d  
have p r e s e n t a t i o n s  coming from each g r o u p ,  
and you can have a  p a r t .  

The o t h e r  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  and t h e i r  Alan R o u t h i e r  of  Sacramento  County has  
c h a i r p e r s o n s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  o f f e r e d  t o  be our  n e w s l e t t e r  e d i t o r ,  s o  i f  
f o r  y o u r  r e f e r e n c e .  I f  you would l i k e  t o  you have a n y t h i n g  you would l ike  t o  contribute 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  one o r  more of  t h e  g r o u p s ,  and t o  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r ,  c o n t a c t  A1 o r  mail  him 
I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  you t o ,  g i v e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  y o u r  m a t e r i a l  and he w i l l  c o o r d i n a t e  i t s  
p e o p l e  a  c a l l  o r  c o n t a c t  S t e v e  Greaves  o r  i n c l u s i o n  w i t h  s o  f  t w  a  r e  a  g .  
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Special Interest Group 
Reports 

CHANGEIENHANCEMENT REQUESTS 
Don S i c k l e  
N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  Company 
105  A d e l a i d e  S t r e e t  Wes t  
T o r o n t o ,  O n t a r i o  M5H 1R1 

E n c l o s e d  w i t h  t h i s  c o p y  o f  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  i s  
t h e  C o m - p l e t e  ChangeIEnhancernen t  R e q u e s t  
f o r m .  T h i s  i s  a  p r o c e d u r e  w h e r e b y  u s e r s  o f  
Com-pl  e t e  c a n  s u b m i t  
t o  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g  i d e a s  o n  t h e  f u t u r e  
d e v e l o ~ m e n t  o f  C o m - ~ l e t e .  These  a r e  t o  b e  
f i l l e d '  o u t  a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e  c h a i r m a n  who w i l l  
r e v i e w  e a c h  r e q u e s t ,  c o n s u l t  w i t h  o t h e r  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p  c h a i r m e n  a n d  o r g a n i z e  
t h e m  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  a l l  members f o r  
v o t i n g .  S i m i l a r  r e q u e s t s  may b e  c o m b i n e d  a n d  
some e d i  ti ng  may b e  done  i n  c o n s u l  t a t i o n  w i  t h  
t h e  r e q u e s t o r .  A f t e r  v o t i n g  t h e  r e q u e s t s  a r e  
p r i o r i t i z e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  v o t e  c o u n t  and  
t h e  c o m p l e t e  l i s t  i s  s u b m i t t e d  
t o  s o f t w a r e  a g ,  who w i l l  t h e n  
comment o n  a l l  r e q u e s t s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  n e x t  
U s e r s '  C o n f e r e n c e  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  a  m e e t i n g  
w i l l  b e  h e l d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  r e q u e s t s  
a n d  s  o  f t w  a  r e  a  g ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  
them. 

We w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  as  t h i s  i s  
t h e  b e s t  way o f  e x p r e s s i n g  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  
w i s h e s  t o  s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g. A s c h e d u l e  
o f  t h e  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  up  t o  t h e  U s e r s '  

SECURIY AND ACCOUNTING 
J a c k  Plowman 
E v a n s  P r o d u c t s  Company 
P.O. Box  3295 
P o r t 1  a n d ,  O r e g o n  97208 
503-222-5592 

L 

Boston - A First 

The s e c u r i t y  a n d  a c c o u n t i n g  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  
g r o u p  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t w o  r e l a t e d  a r e a s  o f  
i n t e r e s t .  We a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  an 
i n s t a l l a t i o n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  ' l o c k - o u t '  a n d / o r  
r e p o r t  on  any  t e r m i n a l  i n i t i a t e d  a c t i o n .  We 
a r e  a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  u s e r  b e  s u p p l i e d  
w i t h  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b i l l  
and  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e s o u r c e s  w h i c h  
a c c r u e  t o  a  t e r m i n a l  , an  on1 i n e  p r o g r a m ,  a  
u s e r ,  o r  an a c c o u n t .  C o m - p l e t e  r e l e a s e  3 
w i l l  g i v e  u s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  
t h e s e  t w o  a r e a s .  We w i l l  b e  s t u d y i n g  m e t h o d s  
t o  b e s t  u s e  t h e s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  t o  s o l v e  o u r  
d i f f e r i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  as 
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e r e  u s e f u l  a d d i t i o n s  a n d  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  c a n  b e  made t o  
C o m - p l e t e .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me w i t h  any  
t e c h n i q u e s  o r  i d e a s  y o u  may h a v e  r e l a t i n g  t o  
s e c u r i t y  a n d  a c c o u n t i n g  u s i n g  Com-pl e t e .  

First 
International 

33&~-l$f d3. 

Users 
Conference 

He~istr.lt iotI 

C o n f e r e n c e  w i  1 1  b e  p u b i  i s h e d  1  a t e r  i n c l u d i n g  
c u t - o f f  d a t e s  a f t e r  w h i c h  n o  r e q u e s t s  c a n  b e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s  s u b m i s s i o n .  Keep 
t h e m  c o m i n g  a n d  s e n d  t h e m  e a r l y .  
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Com-plete ChangeIEnhancement 
Request Procedure 

New ADABAS Users 
Around the World 

We i n t e n d  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  Change/Enhancement  
r e q u e s t s  i n  a  m a n n e r  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  u s e d  b y  
t h e  ADABAS U s e r s '  G r o u p  a s  o u t l i n e d  a t  t h ~  
F i r s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Com-pl e t e  U s e r s  
C o n f e r e n c e .  A  r e q u e s t  f o r  c h a n g e s  a n d / o r  
e n h a n c e m e n t s  t o  Com-pl  e t e  may o r i g i  ? a t e  f r o m  
any member o f  t h e  C o m - p l e t e  U s e r s  G r o u p .  
C o m p l e t e d  f o r m s  s h o u l d  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  Change/Enhancement  C o m m i t t e e .  
The  C h a i r m a n  f o r  1 9 7 8 - 1 9 7 9  i s :  

M r .  Don S i c k 1  e  
D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  O p e r a t i n g  E x e c u t i v e  
N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  L i  f e  A s s u r a n c e  Company 
1 0 5  A d e l a i d e  S t r e e t  Wes t  
T o r o n t o ,  O n t a r i o  M5H 1R1 

I n  o r d e r  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  y e a r ' s  
v o t i n g  l i s t ,  a  r e q u e s t  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  a t  
l e a s t  1 2  weeks  p r i o r  t o  t h e  A n n u a l  U s e r s '  
C o n f e r e n c e .  However ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  
i f  r e q u e s t s  c o u l d  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
y e a r  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  d e a d l i n e .  A  
d e t a i  1  e d  s c h e d u l  e  w i  1 1  b e  p u b 1  i s h e d  when t h e  
d a t e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  U s e r s '  C o n f e r e n c e  i s  known.  

. A  s h o r t  t i t l e  f o r  t h e  r e q u e s t .  . The c a t e g o r y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  r e q u e s t  s h o u l d  
b e  c l a s s i f i e d ,  e .g. ,  n u c l e u s ,  u t i l i t i e s ,  
m a p p i n g ,  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  e t c .  

3. A  c o m p l e t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t  
g i v i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  d e t a i l  t o  a l l o w  a l l  
u s e r s  t o  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  
P l e a s e  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  p r o b l e m  r a t h e r  t h a n  
a  d e t a i l e d  s o l u t i o n  a n d  remember we a r e  
a f t e r  l o n g  t e r m  g o a l s  n o t  i m m e d i a t e  
f i x e s .  

4. L i s t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  a s  y o u  see  them.  
5. S u p p l y  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t ,  name o f  

r e q u e s t o r ,  company name a n d  a d d r e s s  a n d  
t e l  ephone  number .  

*UM.essage from the *UEDIT.or 

T h i s  c o m i n g  y e a r  t h e  C o m - p l e t e  u s e r s '  g r o u p  
w i l l  b e  c o m b i n i n g  t h e i r  n e w s l e t t e r  w i t h  t h e  
ADABAS n e w s l e t t e r .  T h i s  e f f i c i e n c y  was 
p r o p o s e d  s i n c e  many C o m - p l e t e  u s e r s  a r e  a l s o  
ADABAS u s e r s ,  and  numerous  ADABAS u s e r s  h a v e  
shown an i n t e r e s t  i n  C o m - p l e t e .  T h u s ,  we c a n  
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  many f u t u r e  u s e r s  as w e l l  as  
among o u r s e l v e s .  Our  p r i m a r y  g o a l  i n  t i ~ i s  
i s s u e  o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  i s  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  who 
t h e  o f f i c e r s  and  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p  chairmen 
a r e .  W i t h  t h i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  we now i n v i t e  
y o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  C o m - p l e t e  u s e r s  
g r o u p .  

I f  a n y o n e  h a s  an a r t i c l e  o r  an i d e a  f o r  an 
a r t i c l e  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  I e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  w r i t e  o r  
c a l l  me. The d e a d l i n e  f o r  t h e  O c t o b e r  i s s u e  
o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  i s  S e p t e m b e r  1, 1978 .  
H a v i n g  t a l k e d  w i t h  many u s e r s  a t  t h e  B o s t o n  
c o n f e r e n c e ,  I know t h a t  y o u  a r e  f u l  1  o f  
i d e a s ,  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  I 
hope t h a t  y o u  w i l l  s h a r e  t h e m  w i t h  u s .  
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N e s t 1  e  G r u p p e  D e u t s c h l  a n d  
GMBH 
( F o o d  D i  s t r i  b u t i o n )  
L y o n e r  S t r a s s e  23 
6 0 0 0  F r a n k f u r t  AM M a i n  
C o n t a c t :  H e r r  Gausmann, 

H e r r  H a r t m a n n  

3 7 0 / 1 5 8  
OS/VSl  
C ICS/ROSCOE 
B i l l i n g  s y s t e m  

E l e g a n c e  
R o l f  O f  f e r g e l  t GMBH 
( T e x t i  1  e  F i r m )  
J u e l  i c h e r  S t r a s s e  306  
5100  Aachen  
C o n t a c t :  H e r r  K a n d i l  

S i e m e n s  7 7 3 8  
A c c o u n t i n g  s y s t e m  

B u i l  ds V e r s i c h e r u n g  
( I n s u r a n c e  Company) 

G a f - R e c k e - S t r a s s e  8 2  
4000  D u e s s e l  d o r f  
C o n t a c t :  H e r r  Thommet 

SHADOW I 
O n l i n e  i n s u r a n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s y s t e m  
Chose ADABAS a f t e r  an  ADABAS/ 

IDMS e v a l u a t i o n .  

Gemei nsame R e c h e n s t e l  1  e  Des 
B a y e r i  sc  hen  S t a a t s m i  n i  s t e r i  ums 

( C o m p u t i n g  C e n t e r  f o r  S t a t e  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  B a y e r n )  

S c h e l l  i n g s t r a s s e  1 5 5  
8 0 0 0  Muenchen 
C o n t a c t :  H e r r  D r .  M i e h l e  

~ a t a  b a s e  c o n t a i n i n g  s o c i o l o g i c a l  
d a t a .  

H i 1  t i  AG 
F L - 9 4 9 4  S c h a a n  
L i e c h t e n s t e i n  
M a c h i n e  C o n s t r u c t i o n  

C o n t a c t :  H e r r  G e g e n s c h a t z ,  
H e r r  H i g s c h ,  
H e r r  B o l l  i n g e r  

IBM 3 7 0 / 1 4 8  
DOS 
C ICS 
On1 i n e  p r o c e s s  c o n t r o l  s y s t e m  
Chose ADABAS a f t e r  an  ADABAS/DLl 

e v a l u a t i o n  

New U s e r s  c o n t i n u e d  on p a g e  21 
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